Berkshire Centre

April – June 2014

The Stag.
Your News & Views Mag.

Welcome Fellow Ralliers to the 7th issue.
May I thank you for your comments and contributions to this copy.
Jackie

200 Club Price Drop
After the Medmenham rally, from July 20th the cost of entries to the 200 Club
will drop to £2.50

200 Club winners
April 6th : Chris Bevan, Jill Butler and Lucy Douglas
April 27th: Charlie McLintock, Chris Bevan and Pauline
Saunders
May 25th: Paddy Venn, Lesley Dady and Calum Swain

Chris Bevan is the man you need. He looks after all your
entries and will issue you with the numbers. You can enter at
any time of the year just fill out a form.
The 200 club is held 11 times in a year, there are three cash
prize of £25, £15 and £10 every time it is drawn.
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Draw Dates 200 Club for 2014

20th July

Medmenham

26th Oct.

Balsall Common

31st Aug.

Walton- on –Thames

9th Nov.

Wokingham

28th Sept.

Fordingbridge

4th Jan 2015.

Badshot Lea

Dates may change under certain circumstances.
Will update where possible.

Editors Ear
Do you have something to say or share with your fellow ralliers?
Jokes, recipes, tips or a good bargain maybe? Open to offers, polite
ones please.
Did you have a good/not so good time when you were last on the
rally field?
Maybe you would like to give the next rally you run a mention.
Let me know by phone, e-mail bccnewsletter.bcc@gmail.com or
next time you see me, I will do my upmost to get it in the next Stag
for you. The Stage only works for you, if you make the effort to
forward information to be printed.
The Stag is here for you!
Newsletter Editor: Jackie Stevens
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Invitation from Buckinghamshire Centre
Golf Challenge
July 25th – 27th

Drayton Leisure, Banbury

Just a few notes to expand on the rally book entry, now that a few more
arrangements are available.
The fee for the weekend (Fri-Sun) is £21.50 inc. VAT (includes site fee, admin
fee and rally fee).
Extra nights are available Weds & Thurs night, arrivals from 12 noon each day;
site fee for those nights still to be confirmed.
The rally is being held on a rally field with no facilities, and with a limit of 40
outfits. There are also pitches on the campsite with EHU and shower/toilet
block facilities, though you would need to make an individual booking direct
with the site.
The rally is billed as a Golf Challenge. The intention is to arrange a competition
on the 9-hole par-3 course on site as a fun competition and stroll in the
sunshine! The Challenge will be between teams from the two Centres. We’ve
put details in the rally book of the Berkshire Centre trophies that have been
competed for in previous years; they will also be competed for, but the
emphasis is on an informal competition. Green Fees are very reasonable at
£11 for 18 holes (i.e. 2 rounds).
There are no plans for socials over the weekend; instead the licensed bar is
open in the evenings and we’ve booked the weather for relaxing on a warm
balmy evening watching the sun go down.
The rally book page gives you a flavour of what Drayton Leisure offers for golf,
fishing and family activities. Their website at http://banburyparty.co.uk/ gives
more information. The area in Banbury and surrounding countryside also has a
wealth of things to explore.
Hope to see you there!
Thanks, Ian Grover.
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Olivers Battery, Southview Park Rally report
4 – 6th April

We arrived at Oliver's Battery Winchester on Friday 4th April where we were welcomed by the rally
officers Ray, Jenny, Dave & Pauline along with Dave’s usual banter.
This is a beautiful grass field and the views are lovely.
We joined the other ralliers later in the evening to pay our dues and have a natter.
Saturday morning we woke up to rain, but not to be beaten we went into Winchester with our friends
for some retail therapy and lunch.
Saturday evening we were treated to a lovely meal of new potatoes, the tastiest ham and beans.
This was followed by a game of Play Your Cards Right with our own 'Brucie' Ray and his dolly dealer
Jenny. We had some laughs with this, amongst the typical phrases 'nothing for a pair in this game'
and also strange to see so many couples disagree on the survey percentages and be so far apart and
a lot of 'told you so'.
Glad to say Bob and I won this and we will enjoy the bottle.
Although it rained both days our rally officers kept us dry ,draught free and laughing, so a big thank
you and roll on the next one.

Bob & Ann James

“Higher I hear you cry!!”

Extra Rally Books
How many times have you left your rally book at home while
away, held hostage locked up in storage or in the caravan when
travelling? Keep the information to hand.
Why not have a spare copy for the car or at home to have at hand:
when ever, where ever.
Extra copies can be obtained from Jim Young (saleable equipment)
or ask Jane or Dave Tuthill.
Extra copy costs
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£2.00

By Post

£3.25

Cockpole Green, Goulders Farm Rally report
11TH TO 13TH APRIL 2014
RALLY OFFICERS: JOHN AND CHRIS WARD /JOHN AND CHRIS OLDEN
Dave and I arrived around 19.00 after finishing a day’s work (that ugly word) and were
warmly welcomed by the two John’s and were shown to our pitch. The pitch had a bit of a
slope but that was outshone by miles by the wonderful view across the fields (what a lovely
site).
After we settled in and paid our dues we headed over to the gazebos for a cup of tea/coffee
and a natter. Oh dear not again the generator was playing up so every so often the lights
went off amongst hoots of laughter but all’s well - they soon got started again (all adding to
fun for the weekend). After a couple of hour’s merriment we headed back to Chris and John
O’s caravan for a nightcap.
The following day we had to ourselves, some went on walks around the beautiful
countryside others to the local pub for lunch or a practice for the evening (drinking that is).
We decided to make a visit to the local farm shop in Hare Hatch to buy some provisions for
the joint bar-b-cue being held in the evening.
The afternoon was spent doing the quiz which was to find as many six letter or above words
using the letters from “Goulders Farm, Cockpole Green” my goodness that was a job and a
half.
At 6.00 o’clock we made our way to the gazebos to start the bar-b-cues (or at least the men
did) luckily the weather was very good (no rain) isn’t it funny how everyone else’s food looks
better than your own.
After supper was finished John Ward decided we all needed to take part in a game which I
cannot remember what it was called but it’s the one where you have different categories
i.e. river, country, girls name, flower etc. etc and then a letter and you have to think of a
river, country, girls name, flower, insect etc. etc. beginning with that letter e.g. (S) river
Seine, country – Sweden and even one team put Insey Winsey Spider for the letter “I”
which John would not except so you can image some of the answers we
were getting. Anyway after strict marking from John the winning team
were Chris Ward, Steve and Lesley Moulds (by I think one point). Just as he
announced the winners the generator decided to have a funny turn and all
the lights went off (first time that evening - was it trying to tell us
something). A very enjoyable evening was had by all along with unlimited
tea and coffee.
The next beautiful sunny day was started off with delicious bacon butties
superbly cooked by the two John’s served up with more tea and coffee with Chris W
buttering the bread. Then followed flag pole where we all sat out in the sun and would you
believe it Dave and I won the quiz we had found 242 words (poor Chris O having to mark all
those).
Then the sad bit when you have to say farewell and head back home but what a brilliant
weekend it turned out to be and we are looking forward to the next two John’s and two
Chris’s rally.
So thank you very much John and Chris and John and Chris for a fun weekend and thank
you to all the other ralliers for being there and making it really good fun - even you Dave
Tuthill !!!!!

Lesley Martin
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The Third "Nile" virus is coming
I thought you would want to know about this e-mail virus. Even the most advanced programs from
Norton or McAfee cannot take care of this one.
It appears to affect those who were born prior to 1965...

Symptoms:









Causes you to send the same e-mail twice. Done that!
Causes you to send a blank e-mail! That too!
Causes you to send e-mail to the wrong person. Yep!
Causes you to send it back to the person who sent it to you.
Causes you to forget to attach the attachment. Well darn!
Causes you to hit "SEND" before you've finished. Oh, no not again!
Causes you to hit "DELETE" instead of "SEND". And I just hate that!
Causes you to hit "SEND" when you should "DELETE". Oh No!

IT IS CALLED THE "C-NILE VIRUS."
Have I already sent this to you? Or did you send it to me - can't remember?

Note to rally officers

Please make sure when leaving your rally, whether it is on a field, in a local hall
or school premises, that you should walk the field for rubbish and left behinds.
Also that you have cleaned anything you may have used and wiped tables and
surfaces down.
We are all responsible!
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Aha!

Old Windsor, St.Peter’s School, Rally report
25th – 27th April

You'd expect parakeets and peacocks at a zoo.
You'd expect cows in a farmer's field.
You'd expect geese and swans near a river.
You'd hope to see crows, jackdaws, pied wagtails, rooks, starlings and skylarks
way out in the country.
You'd expect low flying planes near a big airport. Ah! A Clue!
Over the weekend of 25th to 27th April 2014 at St. Peter's School, Old Windsor, we had them all overhead or adjacent to us. Shame only 10 Berkshire outfits witnessed it all.
The weather was changeable and this did lead to one small problem. Thanks have to be given to
Dave Saunders and Steve Moulds for towing outfits off the field on Sunday as the entrance got
boggy with the rain.
But that didn't spoil an excellent weekend. The Friday evening was spent in the gazebos; everybody
on the rally joined in what turned out to be a very sociable gathering. On Saturday people did their
own thing during the day but in the evening - and thanks to Bettine and Terry Bly's arrangements we all dined at the local Fox and Castle pub where the food was excellent. And on Sunday everybody
helped in the departure process as the rally was hastily transferred for the last few hours to the
playground.
Aircraft (inevitably), birds, cows, people..... all the elements of a very pleasant if at times noisy
weekend. More of the same please - Bett, Terry Bly & Lesley, Steve Moulds rally officers for this
weekend.

John Ward

Thank You
Thank you to Dave Saunders at the Old Windsor rally for pulling
almost everyone off of the field. The conditions were very bad and
I don't know what we would have done without him!
Steve & Lesley Moulds
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Primary Post
I would like this space to be used by the youth of the centre. Anything will do something you did or
enjoyed etc. on your last rally out.

Kingston Blount, Oxfordshire, Rally report
13th – 15th June

On Friday 13th (unlucky for some) to Sunday 15th, we visited Kingston Blount for the first
time, it was also our new puppy Freya's first time caravanning.
It was a Jamaican themed weekend, with Friday night free to do as pleased. You could go in
the marquee and have a chat or settle in.
I chose to play in the fantastic park on site whilst my parents stayed at the caravan
helping to settle in Freya.
At this point Friday the 13th started to come
true...
Around 11PM whilst I was in my tent round
the back of mum and dad’s caravan I started
to hear thunder storms rumbling all around
me. Sometimes it was far away other times it
seemed quite close. This continued all evening
with occasional heavy rain.
It was 2:30 in the morning when I thought to
myself enough is enough and decided to
join mum and dad and our two dogs Maire
and Freya in the caravan. Maire and Freya
had also decided they wanted to be in the
caravan. As when I went in, I was bomb
barded be one frightened Maire who obviously didn't like the storm.
There was lightning, lighting up the sky like a lamp being turned on and off. As it started
to stop I finally got some sleep and as a bonus I got to sleep in the new caravan for
the first time and probably the last.
On Saturday evening the rally officers cooked a Jamaican themed meal for us all, they also
decorated the marquee with lights and Jamaica flags and played music all evening. We got
the chance to dress up and everyone looked awesome. It was a lovely meal, shame my
parents wouldn’t let me try the Jamaican cocktail!
I could tell that my dad was enjoying it, as he had many glasses full!
At the end of the evening when I went to bed (In my tent again now), I think something was
still going on in the marquee, as there was a telly in the corner – Sure it had something to do
with football – Blokes ahh!
Sunday morning we had flag and I got some jelly beans and juice. There was also a raffle
where many prizes were won. We packed up and I put my tent down and had a safe trip
home.
We are definitely camping with the bcc again.
Louise Tedridge.
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The Berkshire website (www.berkshirecentrecaravanclub.co.uk) is a
great place to look up any forth coming rallies or updates/cancellations, also our very own David Bailey’s (Dave Tuthill /
Ian Grover) have lots of photos to browse over.
Do you have photos that you have taken and would like them
to go on the website? Forward them by email to berkshirecc@gmail.com

Rally Book highlights over the next couple of months.
 Golf Competition - Banbury(Invite from Buckinghamshire) – not just for
golfers
 August Bank Holiday - Clanfield, Oxfordshire
 Inter- Centre Fishing - Medmenham (Berkshire hosts)
 Royal County of Berkshire Show - Chieveley
 Autumn Ball - Fordingbridge

Cancelling a rally booking
If you need to cancel a rally booking, please phone the rally officers - don’t send a text or email.
This is to ensure that no cancellations are missed due to technology failure or delays.
Please give the rally officers as much notice as you can. Cancellations cannot be accepted by text or
email.
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THE JOYS OF PUPPY WALKING
Update June 2014
It's Abby's first birthday on 12 June – where has that year gone!
As befits a lady of her age, it was time for her first season. For the first time in 15 puppies
Abby came into season just two days after we boarded her in February to come away on
holiday. A lucky break for us, a little more inconvenient for the boarders.
We can still take Abby wherever we go. In April it was the Herts event to the daffodil festival
near Cambridge, in May the rally at Evesham and then the Exbury rally over the 2nd May
Bank Holiday. She sleeps in the van but is able to stay outside for most of the day – staked
securely to a metal lead when not in our close company – leather leads get pretty short shift
these days as her teeth are awesome.
A special treat in Evesham was a visit to the Regal Cinema. We noticed during the morning
that there was a “live from the National Theatre” performance of King Lear – which neither of
us had seen - showing on that Saturday night. On spec we rang the cinema and were able to
book. We explained about the guide dog puppy and were told “No problem” - and no
problem it was. To those who don't know it, the Regal is a cinema with a difference, It has
cleared away the cinema seats and replaced them with tables and armchairs – four or six to
a table (upstairs there are two – er - ‘love seats'!). They will serve you drinks and/or a meal
at the table as you watch the picture. Magic! All cinemas should be like this.
But it's Abby we're talking about.
No fuss on the door, straight to our table. While we watched the cinema/play – three and a
bit hours – Abby basically lay on the floor asleep. Great for us to be able to get out with the
dog, good training for the dog and a good advert for Guide Dogs as Abby was so well
behaved.
For those of you who have met Abby, you will know that if no contact is made she'll ignore
you but once any interest is displayed she can be pretty much 'in your face' – she's the most
feisty puppy I've had the pleasure to have worked with. Perhaps she's getting beyond puppy
stage and telling us that she needs to be challenged further? And so it's the natural time for
her to be moving to her formal training with professional trainers at Guide Dogs. But, to our
delight (and a little dismay?) Abby has been selected as a possible mother of the future.
Perhaps her feisty-ness will be passed on (in dilute quantities) to her offspring to produce a
race of great guide dogs.
So it's likely that you've seen the last of Abby as she is due to go onto senior training (or
prospective repeated motherhood) later in June. Once more, thank you for your
understanding and consideration when we are able to bring Abby into situations where other
dogs are excluded. Even without our dog, if you want to talk about guide dog puppy walking,
sponsoring a guide dog or anything else connected to the guide dogs, please feel free to ask
me.

Carole Arrowsmith
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Look After Me - Rally Equipment
Please can all rally officers/fellow ralliers take care when using and packing away any of the Centre’s
equipment. When returning equipment please ensure Gazebos / Party Tents are dry and folded how
you would wish to find them. Urns should be clean and wiped out and please keep equipment
together where possible (lights /cables).
Should any equipment get damaged when in use please just let Dave Tuthill know (Equipment
Officer) so that arrangements can be made to get it repaired or replaced.
Many thanks

The Committee

Dear Friends

Dear Friends,
It’s been a difficult couple of months, since Cynth died, but I’m slowly getting my act
together, learning how to drive the cooker, dishwasher, and washing machine.
Among the things I have on my “to do” list, is a note to write and thank you all for
your sincere good wishes, and offers of help. My family have been fabulous, as have
all of you - from friends we have known for years, through more recent
acquaintances, to The Caravan Club HQ - you have all bent over backwards to help
and believe me it is really appreciated and has made a world of difference. I consider
myself very fortunate to have such good friends.
In particular I want to thank those who on Cynthia’s behalf made donations to the
Intensive Treatment Unit at John Radcliffe Hospital. I hope you will be as pleased as
I am to learn that a total of £880 was raised.
I have already been out in the caravan with the grandchildren (they can’t cook either)
and with Nick and Jane Eden, where I was spoilt for a week, and other trips to come.
Thank you all once again for your care and concern, I hope to see you soon.
With my very best wishes

Alan Collins
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Exbury Gardens – Spring Bank Holiday weekend Rally report
23rd-26th May. R/O Chris & Pauline Bevan – John & Marie Woodward
After dodging the ponies and cattle on the narrow roads through the New Forest we arrived
at the site with a spectacular view sloping down to the Solent and overlooking the Isle of
Wight glistening in the evening sunlight and everything looked promising for a lovely
relaxing long weekend.
Saturday morning dawned and when we eventually climbed out of bed I wandered over to
help put up the party tents, there were poles and canvas laying everywhere but with so
many willing hands both tents were up by lunchtime.
The forecast had been for showers but someone must have been looking after us because
the sun came out so we decided to pop down to nearby Hythe for the afternoon and in the
car park it was obvious that others from the rally had the same idea. Hythe is a pretty little
town on the banks of Southampton Water where you get great views of the cruise ships
docked across the water; apparently we left just before two of these set sail.
That evening the Rally Officers had arranged a ‘Flower Power’ Hippy social with an American
Supper and 60’s quiz; the tents were decorated with 60’s memorabilia and everyone looked
to have brought too much food as normal. Once we had fed (and lubricated) ourselves
those that had dressed appropriately in their wigs, flared trousers and flowered shirts
paraded around the tent and posed for photographs. John then decided that we needed to
exercise our brains so we all took part in a 60’s music quiz which of course Lesley and I were
much too young to remember. John struggled because of the size of the tents and had to
walk around repeating the question for each table only for Dave Saunders to remember
right at the end that he had a portable PA back in his van!
Sunday the sun was again shining so we visited
Exbury Gardens and despite missing the best of
the Azaleas the Rhododendrons were in full
bloom and the walks through the woods right
down to the Beaulieu River are magnificent; the
place is so large that despite the car park being
full you can still walk through parts without
seeing anyone else.
Flagpole was held that evening and a few of us
hardier souls stayed on for another of John’s
quizzes, this time with the PA to read the
questions and Eddie Hamblin had a couple of
people in tears of laughter with his description of a well know Australian Lager!
Monday arrived and the weather gods finally gave up on us, it was raining and the tents had
to come down and get packed into the trailer but the willing team soon made light work of
this.
Thanks must go to the rally officers for organising the weekend, Chris had recently had an
operation on his hand so Pauline had to tow the caravan in and out and Marie & John living
(relatively) local had to make two trips each way to get their caravan and the tents to and
from the site.
Thank you all from

Steve & Lesley Moulds and the rest of the ralliers.
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Swiss Farm - Chairman’s and Competitions Rally report
Henley 6th – 8th June
Arrived at Swiss Farm around five o’clock on the Friday evening. The weather was glorious
so set up quickly so we could relax outside in the sunshine. Someone had already been very
busy setting up that marquee and cutting the grass back ready for the competitions on the
Saturday – so Thank You to them.
The weather forecast for the weekend was not too good. In fact if I remember rightly hail
stones the size of golf balls were on the horizon and as golf wasn’t part of the competition
weekend, we weren’t looking forward to it!!
Went over to the marquee at seven to put our names down for the competitions we were
taking part in. Always one of my favourite rallies, love the camaraderie and friendly rivalry always seems to bring out the best in everyone!
As predicted the heavy rain moved in during the night, felt as though I’d been awake all
night but as everyone else heard thunder storms around 5am and I didn’t, I assume I
eventually fell asleep. Competitions were due to start at 10 but as I awoke at 9.50 and
looked outside I knew this probably wouldn’t be the case. I hastily got ready and went over
to the marquee where the Marshalls were busy rearranging things so that the competitions
could start.
Petanque was moving into the marquee and Lawn
Darts would be postponed in the hope of better
weather later in the day. And we were off. First
events started and competitors started arriving to
take part. I’m never in the Petanque competition very
long, in fact if I remember correctly Tracy Page
knocked me out 7-0 in 8 minutes – quite a record for
me and quite possibly the easiest win Tracy had for
the rest of the day!
The rain carried on ‘til around lunch when suddenly
the sun started to reappear – by 12.30 the weather
was back to the glorious sunshine it had been on the
Friday so Lawn darts started and Petanque moved to the outside. Cakes, flowers and
photos were delivered to the marquee at 2pm for judging, a very difficult job as they all
looked amazing, and the outdoor events carried on ‘til a winner emerged.
Later in the afternoon the children’s competitions started. What a beautiful sight to see on
a rally. Lots of youngsters all playing together having a great time in the sunshine. They all
seemed to be getting on really well encouraging each other and it was lovely watching them
laughing and giggling as they ran, hopped, skipped and jumped their way through their
competitions. Teenagers too, it’s a long time since I’ve seen my daughter Charlotte get up
from a chair without her phone and move about – I knew she could do it -quite amazing!!
At seven we all went over to the marquee for Dinner and the evening darts competition. A
fantastic meal was served. Ham, new potatoes and salad, It was lovely and a perfect
summer evening meal – don’t think I’ve had nicer ham, lovely thick slices and plenty of it –
again huge thank you for that – someone must have been very busy, pie and cream for
dessert yum!
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Darts competition started, well what can I say
about the darts – always my favourite spectator
event. Always a great laugh, no need to mention
names you know who you are!!??! It comes to my
attention that some of us, myself included, should
not be allowed to be in possession of a sharp
pointed implement and then be allowed to throw
it!
Flag at eleven on Sunday and the weather is still
fantastic. All of the trophies are lined up and
shining in the sunshine. Well done to everyone
that won an event. So many names to remember but I know the list is published in full on
the web page. Lots of clapping and cheering and the odd friendly boo and shout of same
old faces, LOL, and how lovely again to see all the youngsters going up to collect their prizes
with huge smiles on their faces.
As I didn’t win anything - again!! I remind myself that it really is the fun of taking part and
being there watching everyone have a great time that is what it’s all about. So a huge Thank
You to Jane and the Committee and all the helpers for putting on yet another great
Competition Rally. We had a fantastic time and look forward to next year and yet another
attempt at getting a trophy with my name on it for a change!!
Gillian Rea

Most Wanted
Please if you could spare 10mins of your valuable time to run up a rally report it would be
fantastic to hear from you. Your news/your reviews
Calling all rally officers - would you like a rally report done on your rally? Just ask one of
your ralliers at flag to put one forward?

bccnewsletter.bcc@gmail.com

For Sale
Kampa Rally Pro 390 Porch Awning
Strong polyester black/grey fabric
Adjustable front legs
Additional monsoon poles and storm straps
Easily erected
2 years old
Excellent condition
£400 new
£150
Dave Tuthill 0118 969 0961
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Chairman’s Competition Trophy Winners – 2014

Petanque – Keable Cup

Photographic: Adult Caravan Scene – Stephanie Cup

3rd

Donna Page

3rd

David Saunders

2nd

Mandy Jones

2nd

Vivienne Young

1st

Tony Rea

1st

Tony Rea

Lawn Darts – Fairford Cup

Photographic: Adult General Scene – Garsian Cup

3rd

Graham Massey

3rd

Tracy Page

2nd

Gillian Rea

2nd

Keith Stevens

1st

Tom Williams

1st

Tony Rea

Pub Darts – Bill Amies Trophy

Photographic: Junior General Print – Benham Trophy

3rd

Clive Page

3rd

Edward Young

2nd

Steve Moulds

2nd

Charlotte Rea

1st

Kevin Heath

1st

Emma Young

Baking – Freda Abbey Trophy

Over 11s mini-sports - Julvin Cup

3rd

Gillian Rea

3rd

Emma Young

2nd

Graham Massey

2nd

Rosie Johnson

1st

Mandy Jones

1st

Charlotte Rea

Flower Arranging – Michelle Cup
3rd

Pauline Saunders

2nd

Pam Handy

1st

Pauline Float
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Chairman’s Competitions - Junior Sports 2014
Throwing the Frisbee: Under 6s

Throwing the Frisbee: Over 6s

3rd

Lexy Williams

3rd

Cody Williams

2nd

Sophie Jones

2nd

Alyssa Ward

1st

Helenae Jones

1st

Edward Young

Balance ball on racquet: Under 6s

Balance ball on racquet: Over 6s

3rd

Lexy Williams

3rd

Cody Williams

2nd

Ella Heath

2nd

Millie Becks

1st

Sophie Jones

1st

Edward Young

Boules: Under 6s

Boules: Over 6s

3rd

Sophie Jones

3rd

Cody Williams

2nd

Joshua Heath

2nd

Millie Becks

1st

Lexy Williams

1st

Alyssa Ward

Running Race: Under 6s

Running Race: Over 6s

3rd

Lexy Williams

3rd

Alyssa Ward

2nd

Ella Heath

2nd

Millie Becks

1st

Sophie Jones

1st

Edward Young

Long Jump: Under 6s

Long Jump: Over 6s

3rd

Lexy Williams

3rd

Millie Ward

2nd

Sophie Jones

2nd

Millie Becks

1st

Joshua Heath

1st

Edward Young

Throw ball in bucket: Under 6s

3rd

Lexy Williams (1 ball)

2nd

Joshua Heath (2 balls)

1st

Sam Massey (4 balls)
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Throw ball in bucket: Over 6s

1st

Cody Williams (1 ball)

Jane’s Jottings – Chairman’s Chat
All the rain and flooding earlier this year seem to be a distant memory thank goodness and we’re
now experiencing ideal caravanning weather. Many of you have been making the most of the bank
holiday rallies with 35 units at Lymington (Easter), 31 units at Evesham and nearly 50 units at Exbury
Gardens during the Spring Bank Holiday. This is a site I’ve never been to but looking at the photos
from the rally it is definitely a place for us to visit in the future. Dave and I attended the National
that weekend and the weather we experienced at Arley Hall was totally different from Exbury –
unfortunately another mud-fest with the yellow flag flying for the whole weekend.
The “Yabba Dabba Doo” rally at Little Marlow displayed the creativeness of the rally officers. Chris
Johnson had been busy knitting “tank tops” for the rally officers featuring the Flintstones and Chris,
Peter, Rosie, Jim, Vivienne, Emma and Edward looked splendid in their Bedrock attire on the
Saturday night. Even Diaz the dog dressed up and made a guest appearance at the social.
We were all well fed at the Feast from the East at Runnymede with another of Lottie’s superb curries
– fortunately very mild which suited me. Afternoon entertainment was provided by Dave – blissfully
unaware of doing so whilst he was sound asleep. Those of you there will know what I mean –
suggestions to reduce the decibels will be gratefully accepted!
What a lovely weekend I had (and hopefully the rest of you as well) at the Chairman’s rally at Swiss
Farm, Henley. I must thank my “little helpers” - Skye, Lexy and Cody Williams - for helping me on
Friday evening when everyone came over to pay, book in for the competitions and buy raffle tickets
and squares for a Reading Caravans voucher (future Centre Treasurers?). But when the rain set in on
Friday night I thought the field events were doomed. Your very soggy Chairman had to drag people
from their caravans to participate in the petanque competition which was rehoused in the
marquees. Thank goodness the sun came out late morning and stayed for the rest of the weekend.
By mid-afternoon it was a scorcher and absolutely wonderful to see everyone out watching the lawn
darts and petanque whilst the children were having a fantastic time taking part in their sports (thank
you Angela, Amy and Mandy for organising the games) and then cooling off in the paddling pool
afterwards. It’s a long time since we’ve had 18 children/teenagers out on a rally. The indoor
competitions (baking, flower arranging and photography) were really well supported and gave the
judges a testing (and very hot) time deciding on the winners. But – yet again – I didn’t get to sample
any of the cakes. Must try harder next year!
Kingston Blount – no Kingston Jamaica – was another excellent rally. And the rally officers even
organised a tropical storm – that was some thunderstorm on Friday night. The chicken kebabs were
something different and really tasty. The punch was extremely potent as one or two of you
discovered! I really liked the ladies headdresses – another example of Chris Johnson’s creativeness.
And the men got to watch the World Cup when the beach hut was transformed into a tv lounge after
the social.
It’s a shame that some of the “ordinary” weekend rallies have not been so well supported recently –
the Rally Officers still have to prepare their activities regardless of numbers attending. So, please
look ahead in your diaries and get some weekends booked.
I hope you enjoy the summer holidays and that the good weather continues.
Until next time…..
Jane
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Saleable Equipment
All at competitive prices.
Saleable Equipment will be for sale at every rally usually at flag, but if needed can be bought
at any time over the weekend, just ask your rally officers who is holding the saleable
equipment that weekend.

Aqua Kem Blue 2Lt.

£9.00

Aqua Rinse Pink 1.5Lt.

£7.50

Aqua Kem Sachets 450g

£11.50

Prices held again for this year.

New for this year
We now have some very useful multi coloured Velcro cable ties.
They are reusable. Use them in the caravan or at home.
£2.00 for 10 units

Next issue

October any correspondence to me no later than mid-September please.
Many thanks to all the members for their input, submitted to this issue.
Jackie.
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