The Stag

September/October 2019 Edition
1

Contents
3.

Editors Corner

3.

Chairlady’s Comments

4.

Meet the Committee

5/6.

News

9.

AGM Updates

9.

Committee Updates

10.

Rally Officers Required for 2020

10.

Announcements

10.

2019 Rally Book Updates

10/11. Items for Sale
11.

Funny Corner

11.

A Ralliers Review

12.

Derrick’s DIY Corner

14.

Upcoming Rallies!

16.

Special Mentions for 2020

2

Editors Corner
Following on from the AGM earlier this month we will be trying to ensure that both the
website and The Stag in keeping you, the members, as up to date as possible.
To do this we will be putting any competition updates, rally changes, 200 club draws and
pretty much anything we feel is important up as soon as we can and if they occur inbetween the bi-monthly The Stag editions then we will incorporate them in a mailshot to
make sure nothing is missed.
However, this has and always will be your centre and if at any point you do not feel that we
are meeting expectations with this then we would truly appreciate you feedback which can
be sent in using the webmaster email address (bcccwebmaster@gmail.com).
Please feel free to also send in any announcements, for sale items, rally write ups, or
pretty much anything you would like to add to that address as well. We would love to
gather more photo’s for both the newsletter and the website so it you have any of this
years rallies then please do send them in, just please note which rally they are from in the
subject.
I look forward to seeing you all again soon,
Alan

Chairlady’s Comments
Hello campers!
Doesn't time fly just got back from the AGM and I'm happy to say I'm still Chairlady! So, it's
full steam ahead with Halloween, Lantern and of course Christmas with Santa making an
appearance let hope he has recovered from me sitting on his knee last year!
Then there's the 1920s themed New Year party
had in 2019!

therefore still loads more fun to be

So don't put your motorhome or caravan to bed for winter get it back on the road for the
best time of the year it’s party time!!
I'll save you a seat
Wendy x
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Meet the Committee

Ian Grover, Treasurer
I've been caravanning for 38 years and rallying for 35 of them. I have been Treasurer of
this Centre for 24 years, with a wide variety of other Committee members as colleagues,
and have been privileged to be a member of the Club's Grants Committee for the past
year.
For the day job, I am a Computer Software & Systems Engineer, with my whole career so
far being spent at a large multi-national company since graduating in Computer Science at
the University of London in 1991.
Outside all of that, I don't have much spare time. I like a wide variety of music - anything
with a tune that I can tap a foot to. I'll watch some sports, mainly rugby, motorsport or
snooker, but definitely not football. I don't watch films, soaps or drama, or read fiction - I
guess I just don't get the point of wasting valuable time on stories!
I'm laid back to the point of horizontal, you will find it difficult to engage me in an argument
- I'll just ignore those who get themselves into a tizz! I'm much more likely to let my
sarcastic sense of humour shine through ... or some might say I open my mouth and put
my foot in it.
So that's me, a happy chap! A steady singleton in my own world, slightly thinning with
grey 'highlights', watching the scales don't spin round too far, and now equipped with
glasses if I need to read small print. Reading all that back, maybe I should use it as a
dating profile ... or maybe not.
Onwards and upwards!
Ian.
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News
Inter Centre Fishing Competition!
The Inter Centre’s fishing competition took place in September. It was a tough competition
with some tough conditions and very tough to catch fish!
The Berkshire team did everything they could but sadly were not able to take home the
trophy, coming in at third place with 11points. Upper Thames came second with 15 points
and Gloucester won the event with 16 points.
We would like to congratulate everyone and also thank those that represented The
Berkshire Centre.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Steve Moulds
Dave Wick
John Woodward
Gary Williams
Mark Parker
Shaun Gallagher
Anthony Gallagher
Peter Biggs

We also had a couple of back ups in place, Alan and Grace Manley. Grace actually caught
her first fish that weekend and because of this Sue and Peter very kindly organised her
very own trophy.
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Rally Officer Presentations
There were a number of presentations made at this years AGM. For those that aren’t
aware, the centre awards rally officers with different level plaques when they reach
different tiers of rallies run (10, 25, 50, 75, 100, 125, 150, 175, 200. Etc.)
This year the following people were presented with awards;
10 - Carol & Shaun Gallagher
10 - Wendy & Derrick Goddard
100 - Christine & John Ward
150 - Jane & Dave Tuthill
175 - Joyce, David & Ian Grover
Also, there was an honorable mention to first time rally officers this year, Maureen &
Richard Austin.
Family/Wightman Cup
Each year families within the centre battle it out in
every competition held to try and rack up the points
over the course of the year between AGM’s. All for the
glory of obtaining the Wightman Cup!
This year was close, the results are below;
1st
2nd
3rd

The Young Family
The Massey Family
The Williams Family

Congratulations to the Young Family and huge thanks
to everybody for taking part!
Left to right: Viv, Jim and Emma Young with
Wendy Goddard, Chairlady

£20 Rally Voucher
Each year at the AGM the centre gives out a £20 rally voucher to three members who
have rallied at 3 or more rallies between January – June of that year. This is done by a
random draw of numbers that were pre-allocated.
This years winners are;
Wendy and Derrick Goddard
Shaun and Carol Gallagher
Audrey and Leonard Greenaway
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August Winners
1st Prize (£25) = Jennifer Pearce, 2nd Prize (£15) Brian Pearce, 3rd Prize (£10) Pat and
Stuart Bradley
September Winners
1st Prize (£25) = Audrey Greenaway, 2nd Prize (£15) David Grover, 3rd Prize (£10) Lorraine
Parker
October Winners
1st Prize (£25) = Derrick Goddard, 2nd Prize (£15) Dougal Bly, 3rd Prize (£10) Keith Stevens
Congratulations everyone!
As before all you have to do to be "in it" is complete a form and return it to Wendy or Leigh
together with a cheque or cash payment for £2.50 (new reduced price for the remainder of
2019!) per entry for the whole years draws. You are able to have as many entries as you
like!
The draws take place on a rally at the end of each month and any profit goes towards
funding new equipment for the Centre.
Each entry is acknowledged with a number being allocated to you and a list of the draw
dates. Entry to the 200 Club is open to all Caravan & Motorhome Club members, families
and friends, even your animals!
Winner Takes All!
The Winner Takes all draw is back again this year, however, with a slight change…
The cost to enter this year will be £2.50 per entry, meaning a larger pot for the lucky
winner!
As the name suggests it’s a winner takes all competition. Participants will be randomly
allocated a number upon receipt of their £2.50 entry fee and at Flag on the Christmas
Party Rally in December a number will be drawn at random to select the lucky winner.
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Whisky Tag
The “Whisky Tag” competition is still going. There are two bottles to have a go for, each
with their own tags that were kindly donated by John & Christine Ward and Terry & Bettine
Bly. Thank you.
For those unsure how it works there are a number of tags stuck to a bottle and one is
secretly marked under the tape holding them to the bottle. A tag will cost you £1 and the
winning tag will be unveiled on each bottle as the tags are sold out.
Retro Festival Silent Auction
We have been very fortunate to have been given two pairs of free entry tickets to the
Retrofest events in 2020. There will be one pair of tickets for the Newark event and one
pair of tickets for the Newbury event. The ticket covers the cost of your entry to the
festival, however, can be upgraded to a full weekend (incl caravan/motorhome) ticket for
£75 (Newark) or £95 (Newbury)
We will hold silent auctions for the tickets to raise funds for the Centre’s 50th celebration
and as there are two vouchers we will be holding two auctions, one for each place.
The first, Newark will be announced at the Valentine’s rally 2020 and the second at the
Chairlady’s Rally 2020 so you have twice the opportunities to win!
All you have to do is privately give your bid (for one or both auctions) to Stuart Bradley or a
member of the committee written on a piece of paper and sealed within an envelope, being
sure to write down which auction you wish to enter on the envelope and the winning bids
will be announced at flag at the aforementioned rallies.
Centre’s 50th – Craft Display Raising funds
Bettine’s craft items continue to make appearances at rallies. There were some on display
at the AGM earlier this month and they look great. Keep an eye out for them on future
rallies, all proceeds will be going towards the centre’s 50th Anniversary!
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AGM Updates
Following on from the AGM were the following updates;
•

•
•

The Children's Christmas Party will remain free of charge to children &
grandchildren. If you will be bringing someone along to the children’s party please
send the name, age and gender to Marie.
There will be an Admin Fee increase from £1.80 to £2.00 from 24th January 2020
(Bletchingdon rally).
CAMC has joined forces with The Camping and Caravanning Club, National Caravan
Council and British Holiday and Home Parks Association to form the UK Caravan and
Camping Alliance (UKACC). They recently published a ground-breaking report into the
UK's holiday park and campsite economy. This can be found on their website
at www.ukacc.org.uk.

Committee Updates
We have also recently held our October Committee Meeting and are able to share the
following updates with you.
•
•
•
•

Netley Holiday Rally 2020 – This has been reinstated as a holiday rally and will run
from 22nd July to 2nd August.
Herefordshire Centre is currently in “hibernation”.
As mentioned above, the winner takes all competition this year will be £2.50 per
entry giving the lucky winner a bigger prize!
We have recently amended 2 of the centre’s byelaws. Namely;
▪ 07/06/74 and 12/08/77, these two byelaws will merge into a new
byelaw (38/11/18) stipulating the Berkshire Members will be able to
obtain a fellowship plaque after 15 rallies and/or events and that
visitors may obtain one after 8 rallies and/or events.
▪ 36/04/95, this will be amended to also allow a special plaque to be
ordered for the Halloween Rally each year due to it being a “festive
celebration” similar to Valentine’s, Easter and Christmas.
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Rally Officers Required for 2020
We also have the following rallies on the rally board for next year which we are looking for
rally officers for. If you would like to put yourself down for any of the below please contact
Peter Biggs, Rally Secretary, via rallysec.bcc@gmail.com.

Date
28th February – 1st March
27th – 29th March
9th – 13th April
13th – 15th November
28th December – 1st
January
8th – 10th January

Location
The Kiln
Overton School
Falconry Centre, Banbury
Overton School
Padworth

Special Event?
N/A
N/A
Easter
Lantern
NYE

Colleton School, Twyford

Blue Nose

Announcements
Birthdays!
On 2nd October we had our very own Terry Bly celebrate his 70th birthday! Also on the 13th
October it was Sue Bigg’s (another of our awesome committee) Birthday.
We haven’t been informed of any other celebrations for this edition. If however, you are
celebrating a special occasion we hope it’s great!

2019 Rally Book Updates!
Please note the following changes;
•

NYE Rally – Dates moved back one day to start 28/12/2019 and ends on
02/01/2020.
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The centre also now has a branded fleece for sale, it is available in 4 different colours (Black, Blue,
Burgundy and Green) and cost just £25 each!

If you wish to order one of these then please contact Wendy Goddard, Chairlady.
For advertising in future editions please send us a picture, description and price of any caravan
related articles you may wish to sell, and it will be included here!

Funny Corner

A Ralliers Review…
In this section we hope to get reviews from our ralliers and their views on rallies that have
happened in the previous month.
Unfortunately, we haven’t had anything submitted for this month.
If you would like to submit a “ralliers review” for future editions, please drop me an email to
the usual address. We will be sending out a template in the very near future to complete
these to try and make it simpler to contribute.
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Derrick’s DIY Corner!
Fitting a front locker light
Don’t struggle in your front locker during these dark evenings fit a led strip light easy to do.
1st decide where you want your switch (please note you can’t fit the switch inside the gas
locker). Make sure you drill the right size hole check behind the A frame cover to make
sure you won’t damage anything fit the switch make sure its water proof or has a water
proof cover

Then run a 2 core 12volt cable from your battery to the switch there’s normally a air vent
towards the front of the van under the front seats you can get the cable through to the
outside from here and into the battery box don’t fit the 3 amp fuse until you have finished
the job

Stick your led light at the top of your locker
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Connect the brown to (positive) and blue to (negative) to the battery using eyelets or
straight into the battery terminals fit the in line fuse holder on red wire DON’T FIT THE
FUSE AT THIS TIME

Cable tie the wire in place under the van and run cable to the switch

Connect the live in my case the brown wire to one side of the switch then run a brown wire
from the other side of the switch to the positive of the led strip

Then connect the blue wire to the negative of the led strip

Fit the fuse and turn on the switch your locker light should now work.
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Upcoming Rallies – to book onto any of our rallies please visit
http://www.berkshirecentrecaravanclub.co.uk

HARD-STANDING
Locality: As above with the Halloween rally!
What is On? Friday: Arrive at your leisure. Come over and pay your dues and bring your favourite tipple for a catch
up. We will have a free day on Saturday with some kids activities in the afternoon (times to be confirmed dependent
on numbers and hall availability/weather) and voting/observing the entries will start at 5.30pm. After the Lantern
Competition displays, we will be serving a Chilli at 7pm in the hall followed by some entertainment/games.
Competition: The Lantern competition, for the Upper Thames Challenge Cup, is for the best decorated caravan or
motor-caravan window and takes place on Saturday evening. The theme this year is "Your Favourite Book". The
Competition is open to all Berkshire Centre members. Visitors are welcome to decorate their window for a separate
prize. No generators, no naked flames and no displays outside of the caravan/motor-caravan. Sunday we will be
holding flag at 10.30am.

•

Rally Officers: Alan & Una Manley and Jim & Vivienne Young
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HARD-STANDING
Locality: Cirencester is the capital of the Cotswolds and is considered by many to be one
of the most beautiful areas in England, with its unique stone-built heritage, gently rolling hills
and broad valleys. There are many places to visit and sites to enjoy, including the Abbey
Grounds, St. Michael's Park, Cirencester Park, Roman Amphitheatre, New Brewery Arts
and the Corinium Museum (home to the Visitor Information Centre).

What is On? Join your fellow rally officers for a mad shopping weekend and to see the
sights of Cirencester. The town centre hosts the annual Cirencester Sparkles Advent
Festival during Saturday, concluding with the Christmas lights switch on and a spectacular
firework display launched from the church tower! The festival includes an Arts & Crafts
market, delicious Street Food and Drink, Santa, Fair Rides, Live Performances on Stage
and in the Street. Visit the town website at cirencester.gov.uk.

•

Rally Officers: John & Marie Woodward and Carol & Shaun Gallagher

HARD-STANDING
Locality: The school is within walking distance of Maidenhead town centre.
Maybe explore the River Thames and its surrounding hills, or perhaps a trip to
Windsor.
What is On? The Christmas Party is the opportunity to build up the Christmas
Spirit and festival cheer in early December, ready to continue the hard partying all
the way to and through to the 25th. This rally will host the Children's Party on
Saturday afternoon followed by a 3-course Christmas Dinner and a family disco
on the Saturday evening.

•

Rally Officers: Wendy & Derrick Goddard and John & Marie Woodward
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Special Mentions for 2020!
We have a couple of rallies that have requested special mentions for 2020. These are likely to fill
up fast so if you are interested in going along then please get in contact with the rally officers as
soon as possible!
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The next edition of The Stag will be out in December, as mentioned before if you have anything
you would like to have included in the next edition drop me a mail!)
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