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Editors Corner
Wow… December already! Where has the year gone?
It has been a fantastic year of rallying. There have been such a variety of rallies, activities,
themes and memories made over the last 12 months. The Christmas Party Rally has just
been and it was amazing to see so many friends and members of our extended rallying
family having fun and sharing some good old fashioned festive cheer, and it’s not quite
over yet! In a few weeks we will all have our own Christmases and then bring in the New
Year.
Shameless plug time, but if you want to celebrate it in style come and join us at Padworth
for a 1920’s themed rally and celebrations. However, if you’re unable to join us for
whatever reason and we don’t get to see you before, Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to you all from myself, Una, Peter and Grace.
I look forward to seeing you all again soon either this year or next.
Alan

Chairlady’s Comments
Well the festival time is upon us!
We have just arrived back from the Christmas Party Rally where a great time seemed to
be had by all, and the good news is we didn't poison any one with our cooking! Always
good sign!
With Christmas nearly here and New Year looming I'd just like to wish everyone a fantastic
Christmas and a great New Year! Oh, and if I don’t see you at new year rally, I will see you
on the other side.
Love to all
Wendy x
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News
Lantern Rally/Upper Thames Challenge Cup
It's time to announce another competition winner!
This time the Upper Thames Challenge Cup. Each year
we invite ralliers on the Lantern Rally to decorate their
caravan or motorhome windows to a specific theme.
This year was "Your Favourite Book".
We had only a small number of outfits on this years
rally, however, competition was tough with everyone in
attendance taking part, the first time in a number of
years.
Given the number of competitors of course it was
close, however, there can be only one winner.
This year the lucky ralliers were Steve and Lesley
Moulds! Congratulations both.

Left to right: Steve and Lesley Moulds with Una
Manley, Rally Officer

December Winners
1st Prize (£25) = Sue Biggs, 2nd Prize (£15) Mike Pope, 3rd Prize (£10) Sean Murphy
As before all you have to do to be "in it" is complete a form and return it to Wendy or Leigh
together with a cheque or cash payment for £5 per entry for the whole years draws. You
are able to have as many entries as you like!
The draws take place on a rally at the end of each month and any profit goes towards
funding new equipment for the Centre.
Each entry is acknowledged with a number being allocated to you and a list of the draw
dates. Entry to the 200 Club is open to all Caravan & Motorhome Club members, families
and friends, even your animals!
Please note that current entries will be being allocated ready for the 2020 draw,
entries for the 2019 draws are no longer being accepted as there is only one draw
remaining, New Years Eve.
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Winner Takes All!
The draw for Winner takes all occurred at the Christmas Party and the lucky winner
walking away with £375 was Ian Bilsby! Congratulations!
Whisky Tag
The “Whisky Tag” competition is still going. There are two bottles to have a go for, each
with their own tags that were kindly donated by John & Christine Ward and Terry & Bettine
Bly. Thank you.
For those unsure how it works there are a number of tags stuck to a bottle and one is
secretly marked under the tape holding them to the bottle. A tag will cost you £1 and the
winning tag will be unveiled on each bottle as the tags are sold out.
Retro Festival Silent Auction
We have been very fortunate to have been given two pairs of free entry tickets to the
Retrofest events in 2020. There will be one pair of tickets for the Newark event and one
pair of tickets for the Newbury event. The ticket covers the cost of your entry to the festival,
however, can be upgraded to a full weekend (including caravan/motorhome) ticket for £75
(Newark) or £95 (Newbury)
We will hold silent auctions for the tickets to raise funds for the Centre’s 50th celebration
and as there are two vouchers we will be holding two auctions, one for each place.
The first, Newark will be announced at the Valentine’s rally 2020 and the second at the
Chairlady’s Rally 2020 so you have twice the opportunities to win!
All you have to do is privately give your bid (for one or both auctions) to Stuart Bradley or a
member of the committee written on a piece of paper and sealed within an envelope, being
sure to write down which auction you wish to enter on the envelope and the winning bids
will be announced at flag at the aforementioned rallies.
Centre’s 50th – Craft Display Raising funds
Bettine’s craft items continue to make appearances at rallies. There were some on display
at the AGM earlier this month and they look great. Keep an eye out for them on future
rallies, all proceeds will be going towards the centre’s 50 th Anniversary!
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Centre’s 50th Fund Raising – Sweet Treats
Una has started from the Christmas Party Rally to make and
selling a variety of sweets, chocolates and hot chocolate making
items. They went down a storm at the Christmas Party and so
will continue to make an appearance. Let her know if you have
any special requests (i.e. flavours, personalisation’s, etc). All
proceeds will be going towards the centre’s 50 th Anniversary!
Members Update
Our friend and Centre member David Ridgwell, now living in Lincolnshire, has been
diagnosed with stage 8 prostate cancer. He has opted for an operation. He had a bone
scan in Grimsby on 2nd December. 9th December or so, he was due to be in Hull for a
pre-operation check. He is expecting the operation to now be in the New Year due to a
change in plans by the Hospital.
David expects to be in hospital for 3 to 4 days. 3 weeks post-op he expects to be able to
drive short distances and then slowly recover over the longer term.
Our best wishes go to David, to his wife Linda and to their family at this especial time.'

Committee Updates
We held our December Committee Meeting and are able to share the following updates
with you.
•
•

The Rally Book has now been sent ready for printing which will mean it will be
available to distribute at Blue Nose in January.
All Rallies on the 2020 Rally Board now have assigned Rally Officers! Thank you to
those of you that have supported us in covering the Rallies throughout the 2020
calendar!

Announcements
Birthdays!
We have been made aware of the following birthdays throughout November and December!
Happy Birthday to you all!
6th December – Cherie Goddard
10th December – Our one and only (thankfully) Chairlady, Wendy Goddard
24th December – Caroline Bilsby
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Funny Corner

A Ralliers Review…
In this section we hope to get reviews from our ralliers and their views on rallies that have
happened in the previous month.
This month we have one from Stuart Bradley.
CIRENCESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET RALLY
We arrived on Tuesday prior to the rally. The site entrance was like a third world
motorway, made up of concrete sitting at different attitudes, part-dirt road and lakes
laughingly called puddles.
The site staff greeted us, just about, and said go where you want. I said, “You haven’t got
an area set aside for the rally?”
“No, we don’t have time for that and we are too full to do that”. There seemed to be just
one set of wardens on the site and they didn’t seem pleased to be on their own with the
Christmas Market coming up.
On entering through the barrier, the site was not 10% full, so the wardens previous
statement seemed way off beam. We then noticed the site was in desperate need of
update. The hardstanding’s were being overgrown by grass creeping from the grass at the
sides.
We chose pitch 125, just inside the gate as there were 1 other caravan opposite.
We walked into Cirencester on Friday, the footpath from the site to the tennis club was like
a quagmire we got very muddy. On our return we booked in on the rally.
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Due to the way we were dispersed on the site, not Marie or Carol’s fault, we only saw a
few of the ralliers. So, we didn’t get to have a chin wag with anybody apart from Fliss and
Mike who were next door but one.
Saturday, saw many more stalls around and lots more people and it was harder to find
somewhere to eat. We managed to get a table in the Fleece Hotel looking out of huge
window. The town was heaving by the time of the lights being switched on. While those
who were on the stage for the start heard what was happening, the speaker system left me
wondering. Ellie Harrison’s microphone appeared off and only those on the stage heard
what she said. Ben Miller was there advertising his latest children’s book.
The Christmas street lights were turned on and the dozen or so fireworks went off and all
the kids cheered.
The church was worth a visit and we spent some time looking at the various Christmas
trees decorated by local firms and schools. The item worthy of much interest was the large
curtain made from knitted poppies on one of the large doors. The organ pipes were
painted which is most unusual.
Outside we decided we had seen everything and went to the taxi rank. Although there
were only 3 groups waiting, the first taxi took an hour to arrive. Although lots of taxis went
past with their taxi lights lit, they didn’t stop and tempers started getting frayed. One and a
half hours later we finally got a taxi back to the campsite.

For Sale
Centre Branded Theme
The centre also now has a branded fleece for sale, it is available in 4 different colours (Black, Blue,
Burgundy and Green) and cost just £25 each!

If you wish to order one of these then please contact Wendy Goddard, Chairlady.
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2 x ALKO SECURE INSERT/LOZENGE NO 23.
Condition is Used. Few marks /chips and faded by sun through use used on a swift charisma 650
please check with Alko it will fit your van before bidding.
These are the insert/ lozenge only no lock,bolt or keys.
https://www.al-ko-secure.co.uk/will-it-fit_6.html
Please contact Derrick Goddard if interested on
07736 475 063

For advertising in future editions please send us a picture, description and price of any caravan
related articles you may wish to sell, and it will be included here!
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Upcoming Rallies – to book onto any of our rallies please visit
http://www.berkshirecentrecaravanclub.co.uk
HARD-STANDING & GRASS
Locality: Level site, with outfits sited in the hall grounds; some pitches have access to
electric hookup. Nice hall and kitchen ideal for the social. A small playground is adjacent for
young children. The Kennet & Avon Canal runs along the rear of the site. The Butt pub in
Aldermaston village does some very tasty lunches. Up on the A4 is Webbs Motor Caravans
dealership. Sainsbury's massive superstore at Calcot is 3-4 miles away, along with Dunelm
and Ikea. Reading and Newbury towns are close for shopping. Reading Rural Life Museum
has free entry and is really worth a visit, also the Kennet Canal Trust. Beale wildlife Park is
about 7 miles away just west of Pangbourne and offers access to animals big and small,
birds, insects and reptiles. The River Thames flows through Pangbourne and past Beale
Park.
What is On? Join us on Saturday evening for a catch-up in the hall. Bring your favourite
tipple. We will have some light music in the background to get everyone in the mood.
On Sunday we will have a free day to do as you please with a prohibition themed evening
consisting of gin or fizz cocktail making. (Please bring your own gin or fizz, we will provide
recipes, mixers and era themed snacks).
Monday will be a relaxing start to the week. Take some time to explore the local area or do
some shopping perhaps? If you fancy joining us we will be showing two films in the hall
today, One in the afternoon and one in the evening. For the evening session, we will
provide popcorn and hotdogs!
Tuesday is the big day! Festivities will be held in the hall. The evening will be 1920's
themed with fancy dress strongly encouraged (there will be a prize for the best dressed!).
We will be providing a 5-course meal (starter, main, dessert, cheese & biscuits and
tea/coffee with liquors) and then dance the night away to 20's themed music.
We will organise bacon rolls on New Years Day morning. In the evening we will hold flag,
followed by an American supper and a Chinese raffle. Please organise a dish to share and
a raffle prize to the value of £5 to enter into the Chinese raffle.
The rally will close on Thursday 2nd January.
Rally Officers: Alan & Una Manley and Jim & Viv Young
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HARD-STANDING
Locality: Twyford, Maidenhead, Reading and Bracknell in the local area. Henley is not too
far away either. Twyford is a small village which has quite a few different restaurants, an
excellent chip-shop, antique shops and a Waitrose supermarket amongst other smaller
businesses. Dobbies Garden Centre is nearby. PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY NUTS OR
NUT-INFUSED FOOD INTO THE SCHOOL; some children can have severe allergies.

What is On? Friday evening come on over and pay your dues and bring your favourite
tipple. Saturday afternoon we will hold the rally officers meeting, please do come along and
collect your rally books for 2020! Join us Saturday evening for an American Supper followed
by some games of tri-ominoes, rat racing, etc. Sunday will be relaxed with flag in the

10th – 12 January

morning and the rest of the day to do as you wish.

•

Rally Officers: Carol & Shaun Gallagher and Wendy and Derrick Goddard

COMMERCIAL SITE
Locality: The site is 8 miles from Bicester where you will find Bicester Village, a well-known
Designer Outlet, and Bicester Avenue shopping, including a Garden Centre and Lakeland
Plastics. Park and Ride at nearby Water Eaton and also on the A41 at Bicester both
connect you with Oxford City. If you do not want to shop til you drop, the area is good for
walking and cycling or maybe visiting one of the local village pubs.

What is On? An opportunity to celebrate Robbie Burns' special day (25th January) with a
traditional three course Burns' night supper on Saturday night, accompanied by the
customary speeches and poems associated with this special meal. The supper will be
followed by a fun quiz so brush up your knowledge on everything Scottish! To add to the
atmosphere please feel free to add some tartan to your outfit for the evening There is also
the option to have a fish & chip supper (other menu options available) in the bar Friday
evening. This is a fantastic venue, perfect for a winter rally, with electric hook up, hard
standing, luxury showers and toilet block. The rally is limited to 20 Vans so please book
early to secure your pitch.

•

Rally Officers: Terry & Bettine Bly and David, Joyce & Ian Grover

11

HARD & GRASS
Locality: Level site, with outfits sited in the hall grounds; most pitches have access to
electric hookup. Nice hall and kitchen ideal for the social. A small playground is adjacent for
young children. The Kennet & Avon Canal runs along the rear of the site. The Butt pub in
Aldermaston village does some very tasty lunches. Up on the A4 is Webbs Motor Caravans
dealership. Sainsbury's massive superstore at Calcot is 3-4 miles away, along with Dunelm
and Ikea. Reading and Newbury towns are close for shopping. Reading Rural Life Museum
has free entry and is really worth a visit, also the Kennet Canal Trust. Beale wildlife Park is
about 7 miles away just west of Pangbourne and offers access to animals big and small,
birds, insects and reptiles. The River Thames flows through Pangbourne and past Beale
Park.

What is On? On Friday come along and bring your favourite tipple. We will have some love
songs playing to get you in the spirit of things and will also have a post box available for you
to send your sweet valentine a card, even anonymously should you wish. Saturday will be a
day of leisure for you to take in the surrounding area. In the evening we will be putting on a
meal (menu TBC) and a Valentine disco. Dress code for the Saturday evening will be formal
attire. On Sunday we will be celebrating the Berkshire Centre’s 49th birthday so we will of
course have a birthday cake at flag.

•

Rally Officers: Alan & Una Manley and Jim & Vivienne Young
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Special Mentions for 2020!
We have a couple of rallies that have requested special mentions for 2020. These are likely to fill
up fast so if you are interested in going along then please get in contact with the rally officers as
soon as possible!
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Special Mention1 for 2021!
So, as if 2020 wasn’t going to be big enough, 2021 is going to be bigger still! We are very excited to
announce our save the date for the Berkshire Centre’s 50th Celebration Rally!

We are also able to announce the venue, the celebrations in 2021 will be being held at…
Amners Farm!
We will provide further updates as we can so watch this space!
The next edition of The Stag will be out in February, as mentioned before if you have anything
you would like to have included in the next edition drop me a mail!)
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