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Editors Corner
Firstly please accept our apologies for the lack of an April edition. We felt that with so little
to update you all with it would be best to drop to a bi-monthly distribution. We will review
this as we go and may do special editions from time to time.
Anyhow, Spring is well and truly in the air! As you can see from our cover photo this
edition. We have had some fantastic weather over the last couple of months and with it
some great rallies too.
Overton with the “Taste of Italy” was a delightful weekend with some great food shared.
Olivers Battery was relaxing as planned and had, we believe, the best weather of any rally
so far this year. The March Hare… (ahem… April Rabbit!) had a good amount of sunshine
too, although it was a bit nippy when the sun was hidden by the clouds, and the hunt went
well. Amners Farm was a success and some lambs were seen. Cookham was also a
lovely rally with only a short shower or two in between bouts of beautiful weather. A
weekend by the seaside was also enjoyed and finally this weekend just past was a trip to
the idyllic village of Bourton-on-the-Water.
It’s exciting to think that it is still only very early on in the rally calendar and there is so
much more to come!
As always if you have anything you would like to have included in the newsletter then
please do send it through to me at bcccwebmaster@gmail.com.
I hope you see you on the rally field soon!
Alan

Chairlady’s Comments
Hi all!
Well here we are again another couple of months gone and all rallies are in full swing. I
hope everyone had a great Easter and fantastic Bank Holidays and your making the most
of the great weather!
The rallys are filling up nicely but we still have loads of places still available and of course
there is my rally, the Chairlady’s and competitions rally. Come and enjoy the fun, It's a
beautiful place so get booked on. Enjoy and I’ll catch you on the rally field
Wendy xx
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Meet the Committee

Terry Bly, Saleable Equipment Officer
Born in 1949 (big 70 later this year), married to Bettine. Between us we have 4 children
and 9 grandchildren (ranging fron 2 to 19 years old). We are both retired now.
We have been rallying since 2004 and are currently on our third (and probably last)
motorhome.
This is my second stint on committee having previously served as a committee member
under Chairmen John ward and Steve Moulds.
As part of my role as Saleable Equipment Officer I’ve been tasked with sourcing organic
toilet fluid, which is being required by more and more venues. Unfortunately the centre’s
current supplier has gone out of business and I’m trying to source a new supplier. So
watch this space for future developments.
Any time we are on a field together, pop over to see us. We’re easy to find just follow the
sound of our dogs!
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News
March Hare
I am delighted to be able to reveal (although those of
you on our Facebook page will no doubt already have
been informed 😉) that Steve and Lesley Moulds
retained their title at the April Rabbit (March Hare).
Out of 9 participating groups (in the adult section)
Steve and Lesley came in with a joint highest score of
24/25 alongside fellow competitors “Di’s Slaves”.
Due to the tie it came down to a tie-breaker round of
three observation questions where Steve and Lesley
took the win! Well done both and all those that took
part!
We also had a children’s version of the hunt and the winner of this was young Jake, grandson of
Richard and Maureen Austin, who won himself a giant Chocolate Easter Bunny. Well done Jake!
Engagement Drive
We continue to have new members join the club. In the last four months alone we have had 5 new
ralliers out there. On the registration side (club members selecting the Berkshire Centre as their
allocated centre) we have had 27 new members. They have been added to our distribution list for
The Stag and will hopefully be joining us soon.
Remember, if you have any new ralliers on the field at one of your rallies please do ensure we
make them as welcome as possible and help show them the ropes and the joys of rallying!
The Facebook group continues to grow and is now easily found from our homepage on the
website. It is the most up to date place for photos and news as the weeks go by to if you haven’t
yet feel free to join us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/297030957405265/
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March Winners
1st Prize (£25) = Sophie Elliot, 2nd Prize (£15) Donna Fish, 3rd Prize (£10) Hamish Bly (another of our
four-legged frieds!)
April Winners
1st Prize (£25) = Brian Pearce, 2nd Prize (£15) Arla Murphy, 3rd Prize (£10) Jenny Morland
May Winners
1st Prize (£25) = Emma Young, 2nd Prize (£15) Lyndsey Gray, 3rd Prize (£10) Leigh Goddard
Congratulations everyone!
As before all you have to do to be "in it" is complete a form and return it to Wendy or Leigh
together with a cheque or cash payment for £5.00 per entry for the whole years draws. You are
able to have as many entries as you like!
The draws take place on a rally at the end of each month and any profit goes towards funding new
equipment for the Centre.
Each entry is acknowledged with a number being allocated to you and a list of the draw dates.
Entry to the 200 Club is open to all Caravan & Motorhome Club members, families and friends,
even your animals!
Whisky Tag
The “Whisky Tag” competition is still going. There are two bottles to have a go for, each with their
own tags that were kindly donated by John & Christine Ward and Terry & Bettine Bly. Thank you.
For those unsure how it works there are a number of tags stuck to a bottle and one is secretly
marked under the tape holding them to the bottle. A tag will cost you £1 and the winning tag will
be unveiled on each bottle as the tags are sold out.

6

Centre’s 50th – Craft Display
Many of you are already aware that the Centre will be celebrating its 50 th birthday in 2021.
Planning for this event is in its earliest stages but a display of Berkshire Centres members’
hobbies & crafts will be one of the items on show in the Marquee. For example, knitting,
crochet, lace making, felting, sewing, woodwork, to name but a few. The possibilities are
endless!!!
Our Chairlady wondered if it would be possible for members to make some items in
advance of 2021 to sell at the biggest rallies of 2019/2020? The Centre urgently need to
continue to raise funds towards events at the 50th birthday rally. The next large rally this
year is the Competition rally 14- 16th June. Another, well attended rally will be the
Christmas party.
We already have some members working on items for sale:
Here are a few of mine, these are charms to attach to bags, phones etc:

Please let me know if you are able to make something to sell at the Chairlady’s rally and
other large rallies, prior to the 50th to raise funds. Also/or, if you can contribute to the craft
display at the 50th rally.
I am willing to ‘man’ store at Chairlady’s & Christmas rally and co-ordinate craft display for
50th.
My email address: b.bly@hotmail.co.uk
Mobile: 07899911045
Many thanks in advance
Bettine Bly

Announcements
In May we are aware of one birthday, Jim Young! Happy Birthday Jim! We also have my own wee
man Peter Manley having his 1st birthday this weekend. 😊
We haven’t been informed of any other celebrations this month. ☹ If however, you are
celebrating we hope you have an amazing time!
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Items for Sale
SALEABLE EQUIPMENT PRICE LIST
AQUAKEM BLUE (2 Ltr)
AQUAKEM SACHETS (tub of 15)
AQUAKEM RINSE (1.5 Ltr)

£10.50
£11.50
£9.00

COMING SOON
ELSAN ORGANIC (2 Ltr)

£10.00

BIODEGRADEABLE & ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
(SAFE FOR USE IN SEPTIC TANKS)

The above saleable equipment is available from a committee member on a rally near you!
Brand new isabella leg rest in dark blue
£10

Please contact Wendy or Derek Goddard regarding either of the above item
Isabella SunShine Canopy and front panel. Modified by Isabella to have curtain runners on
all windows and easier fitting of the front panel. Carbon Fibre poles. 1050 cm track.
£500 ONO

There have also been two caravan’s advertised for sale on our Facebook page! Check it
out to see what’s on offer here and here.

8

For advertising in future editions please send us a picture, description and price of any caravan
related articles you may wish to sell, and it will be included here!

Funny Corner

A ralliers review…
In this section we hope to get reviews from our ralliers and their views on rallies that have
happened in the previous month.
Unfortunately, we haven’t had anything submitted for March. ☹
If you would like to submit a “ralliers review” for future editions, please drop me an email to
the usual address. We will be sending out a template in the very near future to complete
these to try and make it simpler to contribute. 😊
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Derrick’s DIY Corner!
USB PHONE CHARGER
Please check with the dealership if it will affect YOUR warranty
I’ve fitted USB charge point to the last 3 of my caravans it’s easy to do
You will need the following

Piggy back

USB

Connector

Socket

crimers

fuse

5 amp

holder

fuse

29mm hole
saw

blue
crimp

And some 0.5mm2 2 core wire and a multimeter
I normally piggy back off a light fitting one of the spot lights are good or you can run wires
from the caravan battery.
Next strip the both wire strands push the wire into the back of the piggyback connector and
crimp it now do the other core and crimp the blue female connector
Cut off a short bit of wire and strip both ends crimp a piggy back to one end and a blue
female one to the other end push the blue connector onto the fuse holder and push the
fuse in
Find the wire which supply power normally at the top of cupboard above the spot light pull
apart both connectors check with the multimeter find the positive push the piggy back
connector into the positive caravan light connector and push the male part into the female
part of piggyback connector
Make up one wire long enough to reach from the fuse holder to the
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Place your fitting the USB socket strip both ends and crimp 2 blue connectors on one on
each end plug one end onto the fuse holder
Drill the hole making sure your not going to hit anything on the insde
Un screw the back nut and push the socket though refit the back nut

Run the cable to USB trying to hide it from view and plug the other blue connector on to
the positive + spade on USB
Make up another wire with a red piggyback on one end and a blue on the other
Push the piggyback connector into the other wire connector from the light negative push
the male fitting into the female part of the piggyback run the wire to the USB plug and
connect to the negative – spade
Turn the power back on and the usb socket should light up all you need now is an extra
lead to charge your phone to keep in the van itll save you taking one from home every time

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/12V-24-4-2A-Car-Cigarette-Lighter-Socket-Twin-USB-ChargerPower-AdapterOutlet/253578370524?hash=item3b0a72dddc:m:m2fOAWLdZrdgPgov0xM243Q&frcectupt
=true
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Upcoming Rallies – to book onto any of our rallies please visit
http://www.berkshirecentrecaravanclub.co.uk
GRASS FIELD
Locality: Newark Showground just off the A1 by the junction with the A46. Next
door is an Aircraft Museum and close by the market town of Newark. You may
be too busy at the festival to want to leave! Lincoln with its historic past and
buildings is the nearest City. Here are the Castle and Prison, The Cathedral and
the Jews House that is said to be the oldest inhabited house in the UK. By the
way, Lincoln City is not flat!
What is On? This is an all Electric Hook Up Event. We will supply festival
tickets, so please do not buy them through the Retrofestival Website. Weekend
tickets are priced as follows: Camping 50.00 pounds; Adults (over 16) 30.00
pounds; 11-16 year olds 20.00 pounds; under 11s free; EHU 35.00 pounds. So
for 2 Adults it will cost 145.00 pounds for the whole event. You may arrive from
12:00 noon on the Thursday 6th June and must leave before 12:00 noon on
Monday 10th June. The Retrofestival commences on Friday and finishes on
Sunday night. The festival has several stages and numerous exhibits and traders
stands. Music from 1940's onwards. Cars from America and UK dating back to
the 1940's. Dig out your period gear as there will be a Best Dressed Competition;
attendees will be secretly judged! For more in-depth information, see the
Retrofestival website at www.retrofestival.co.uk
Rally Officers: Stuart & Pat Bradley and Richard & Maureen Austin

GRASS FIELD
Locality: Farley Hill is a village within the parish of Swallowfield. Reading Oracle
Centre (8 miles) and Basingstoke Festival Place (15 miles) are good for
shopping. Lots of walks in the area.
What is On? Saturday Morning for those not fishing join us for coffee and cakes,
Saturday evening, after a hard day's fishing we hope to have a communal
barbeque (weather permitting) and supply a dessert.
•

Rally Officers: Gary, Tracie & Kathryn Williams John and Marie Woodward
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GRASS FIELD
Locality: This lovely venue is in a quiet and peaceful setting right on the banks of the river Thames
between Henley and Marlow. Good walking area. Fishing in the river or the backwater. Day permits
available from the rally officers. (Environment Agency rod licence must be held). The village of
Medmenham is attractive and St. Peters church was heavily restored in 1839. The Dog and Badger
pub dates from the late 16th Century. Hambleden Lock and the beautiful Hambleden Mill are nearby.
Unusually the many bridges over the lock and weir are open to the public, and you can really
appreciate the power of the water by crossing these bridges.
What is On? This weekend hosts many of the Centre's Competitions, you must attend the Rally to
enter (at least one overnight stay). We will be putting on a cooked meal on Saturday evening during
the Pub Darts.
•

Rally Officers: Wendy and Derrick Goddard
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GRASS FIELD
Locality: A popular venue behind the pub very near the Kennet and Avon Canal.
The surrounding countryside includes some of the UK's most significant
prehistoric sites - and you can visit at any time of the year. Walk to Devizes - four
miles from the site - along the refurbished canal towpath, passing the 29 locks
Caen Hill flight. Devizes is a pretty market town. The museum has one of the
finest prehistoric collections in Europe. Buses to the town stop near the pub.
Bowood House and Gardens includes an adventure play area and soft play
palace for youngsters. Lacock Village, Abbey and the Fox Talbot Museum are
popular with visiters and film makers alike. Visit the Georgian city of Bath by bus.
What is On? New Venue so come and join your fellow ralliers for a 10 day
holiday rally. We will be parked in the Three Magpies Pub rally field. Plenty to do
and see, local shops close by, including for the energetic the locks at Caen Hill climb the 29 locks! We are hoping to put on a couple of things in the evening with
a possible meal at the Three Magpies. Please book early to avoid disapointment.
The pub has a website at www.threemagpies.co.uk.
•

Rally Officers: John and Marie Woodward & Sue and Peter Biggs

GRASS FIELD
Locality: Rally field on a small, quiet commercial site situated on North
Hants/Berkshire border, three miles S.E of Newbury. Fishing lake on site.
Shopping available in Newbury or Basingstoke or the village shop for basic food
items. Local attractions include Highclere Castle and the National Trust Sandham
Memorial Chapel.
What is On? A restful weekend to enjoy the best of England's summer weather,
with long lazy days to relax and enjoy the sunshine. Join your rally officers for an
optional pub lunch set in a beauitful location (dogs are welcome) a few miles from
the site. As we are in the middle of our Wimbledon tournament, your rally officers
are suggesting a communal BBQ followed by Pimm's cup (ingredients a secret)
with fresh strawberries and cream to follow.
•

Rally Officers: Terry and Bettine Bly & Steve and Lesley Moulds
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GRASS FIELD
Locality: The vineyard grows many varieties of grape, makes quite a range of
wines and offers a guided group tour of the vines, winery and a tasting! The gift
shop and delicatessen stocks the wine and local produce. Browse the Craft
Centre, take a break at the Tea Rooms and Restaurant or follow the Vineyard
Trail. Visit the website at www.halfpenny-green-vineyards.co.uk. For the
fishermen, the vineyard owns lakes that stock Carp, Roach, Bream and Gudgeon
and day tickets are available. Other local attractions include the Black Country
Living Museum, where you can step back in time to immerse yourself in the
sights, smells, tastes, costumes and characters of yesteryear, with re-constructed
shops, houses, workshops and transport. Ironbridge Gorge is also within easy
reach, with its hands-on history of the industrial revolution. The rally venue is
ideally placed for both the peaceful Shropshire countryside - offering canals,
rivers, woodland walks etc. - and the towns on the western outskirts of the West
Midlands with all the facilities you need.
What is On? Please note Saturday arrivals only Join us for a relaxing summer
break at this exciting venue. We will let you know nearer the time what we will put
on during the week. Perhaps a Pub meal one evening, Cream tea one afternoon
etc. Visit the website at www.halfpenny-green-vineyards.co.uk
•

Rally Officers: John and Marie Woodward & David and Pauline Saunders

The next edition of The Stag will be out towards the end of July, as mentioned before if you have
anything you would like to have included in the next edition drop me a mail!)
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