The Stag

January/February 2020 Edition
1

Contents
3.

Editors Corner

3.

Chairlady’s Comments

4.

Meet the Committee

5.

News

8.

Announcements

9.

Funny Corner

9.

A Ralliers Review

11.

Items for Sale

10.

Upcoming Rallies!

13.

Special Mentions for 2020

15.

Special Mentions for 2021

2

Editors Corner
Well what a start to the New Year! NYE went down really well. Blue nose was a blast,
burns night was on fire and well… we won’t talk about the two storms that have hit us, nor
the rally we had to delay because of it.
I do however, wish to make a special mention to John & Christine Ward and Carol and
Shaun Gallagher, whom, after a little chat with Wendy jumped to our aid and helped us
continue with the love and centre birthday celebrations and merged Valentine’s and A Cold
Weekend together! Thank you. (Shameless plug, if you’re not booked on head to the
website now!).
Other than the weather and amazing rallies we have also had two new additions to
families within the centre, congratulations to both families. Head to the announcements
section for more info.
I look forward to seeing you all soon!
Alan

Chairlady’s Comments
Hi all!
Hope every one made it through the storms. It was such a shame we had to cancel the Valentines
Rally but we just couldn't risk it. However, thanks to the rally officers of the cold weekend we have
now merged the two rallies!
I personally hate cancelling rallies but when it comes to safety it has to come first. On another note
there are still loads of places on many other rallies plus we are all busy sorting the plans for the
50th birthday party next year so all hands to the deck. 😊
See you all soon,
Wendy x
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Meet the Committee
We are continuing to introduce to you to the committee members each month giving you a
little history on them and for those new to the centre the ability to put a face to a name. If
you have anything you feel could be included for future “meet the committee” sections
please drop me an email at the previously mentioned address.
So this month we are introducing…

Christine Ward, Publicity Officer
Christine has enjoyed the rally scene since 1990. She and hubbie John (who was a
Chairman of the Centre in the 00s) have attended well over 500 rallies and events, being
Officers at over 100.
Christine's family of four children has produced (so far) nine grand-children and she is very
proud of them all. But caravanning is her true hobby and exploring is fun. If you speak to
her, you'll hear how many times she has been to the Isle of Wight and how much new she
finds every time she's there.
Christine's principle role on the Committee is to contact businesses and individuals for
adverts in the annual book. The income generated is a significant contributor to the cost of
producing the book. The other role is to promote the Centre in the Club magazine.
Every role needs the support of a partner. Christine was John's support in his Committee
days and he returns the complement now.
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News
"What's On?" Competition - Peter Biggs Raly Sec Trophy
This year there was a competition for the best "What's On?". An independent judge looked
at all "What's On?" forms and picked the winner.
The lucky winners were;
Terry and Bettine Bly & David, Joyce and Ian Grover
for the Burns Night Supper
As it was the inaugural prizegiving Peter also
organised some small prizes for second and third
place.
Second place went to... Terry and Bettine Bly &
David, Joyce and Ian Grover for Summer Fun &
Games! Third place was snapped up by John and
Christine Ward & Jim and Vivienne Young.

Milestone Awards
We have had some incredible milestones reached recently too.
John & Christine Ward received a double
award for reaching both 400 and 500 rallies.

David and Joyce Grover reaching an amazing
1000 rallies.

Well done to both couples. We look forward to seeing some more milestones reached
soon!
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Fellowship
We had a number of people reach fellowship status last year;
Steve and Lesley Moulds (21), Carol and Shaun Gallagher (20), Wendy and Derrick
Goddard (18), Leigh Goddard (18), Jane and Dave Tuthill (18), David, Joyce and Ian (17),
Peter and Sue Biggs (15), Alan and Una Manley (15) & John and Marie Woodward (15).
Remember Berkshire Centre members for 15+ rallies per year you obtain a silver plaque
and for 20+ you are upgraded to a gold plaque!
Visitors reaching 8+ rallies will obtain a visitors fellowship plaque. Last year this was
achieved only by one visiting couple, Mike and Fliss Bush.
Well done everyone!

As before all you have to do to be "in it" is complete a form and return it to Wendy or Leigh
together with a cheque or cash payment for £5 per entry for the whole years draws. You
are able to have as many entries as you like!
The draws take place on a rally at the end of each month and any profit goes towards
funding new equipment for the Centre.
Each entry is acknowledged with a number being allocated to you and a list of the draw
dates. Entry to the 200 Club is open to all Caravan & Motorhome Club members, families
and friends, even your animals!
Please note that current entries will be being allocated ready for the 2020 draw. The
first draw being this weekend at A Cold Weekend!
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Whisky Tag
The “Whisky Tag” competition is still going. There are two bottles to have a go for, each
with their own tags that were kindly donated by John & Christine Ward and Terry & Bettine
Bly. Thank you.
For those unsure how it works there are a number of tags stuck to a bottle and one is
secretly marked under the tape holding them to the bottle. A tag will cost you £1 and the
winning tag will be unveiled on each bottle as the tags are sold out.
Retro Festival Silent Auction
We have been very fortunate to have been given two pairs of free entry tickets to the
Retrofest events in 2020. There will be one pair of tickets for the Newark event and one
pair of tickets for the Newbury event. The ticket covers the cost of your entry to the festival,
however, can be upgraded to a full weekend (including caravan/motorhome) ticket for £75
(Newark) or £95 (Newbury)
We will hold silent auctions for the tickets to raise funds for the Centre’s 50th celebration
and as there are two vouchers we will be holding two auctions, one for each place.
The first, Newark will be announced at the Valentine’s rally 2020 and the second at the
Chairlady’s Rally 2020 so you have twice the opportunities to win!
All you have to do is privately give your bid (for one or both auctions) to Stuart Bradley or a
member of the committee written on a piece of paper and sealed within an envelope, being
sure to write down which auction you wish to enter on the envelope and the winning bids
will be announced at flag at the aforementioned rallies.
Centre’s 50th Fund Raising – Craft Display
Bettine’s craft items continue to make appearances at rallies. There were some on display
at the AGM earlier this month and they look great. Keep an eye out for them on future
rallies, all proceeds will be going towards the centre’s 50th Anniversary!
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Centre’s 50th Fund Raising – Sweet Treats
Una has started from the Christmas Party Rally
to make and selling a variety of sweets,
chocolates and hot chocolate making items.
They went down a storm at the Christmas Party
and so will continue to make an appearance.
Let her know if you have any special requests
(i.e. flavours, personalisation’s, etc). All
proceeds will be going towards the centre’s 50th
Anniversary!

Announcements
Birthdays!
We have been made aware of the following birthdays throughout January and February.
Derrick Goddard – 23rd February, Happy Birthday Derrick!
Now, these next two announcements are very special. First up was submitted to us via
email by Jane Tuthill.
Sarah and Adam Irwin (Jane and Dave Tuthill’s daughter and
son-in-law) welcomed Joseph Charles Peel Irwin (Jos) into the
world on 10th January 2020 weighing 7lb 8oz.

The second was posted in our Facebook group by Beki Hart.
Adam Phillip George Hart arrived on 22nd January 2020.
Weight unknown.

Finally we have one special birthday announcement for March;
Bettine Bly will be turning 70 on 2nd March! Happy Birthday Bettine!
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Funny Corner

A Ralliers Review…
In this section we hope to get reviews from our ralliers and their views on rallies that have
happened in the previous month.
This month we have one from Lesley Moulds.

New Year Rally at Padworth 2019
We arrived at Padworth Village Hall on Saturday 28th December to be told that we could
have a hard standing pitch and electric which was a nice surprise. The hall was open in
the evening so we went over and had a pleasant time having a drink and chatting to
friends.
Sunday dawned and we spent a leisurely morning in the van before having lunch. In the
afternoon we drove into Newbury for a spot of retail therapy. After dinner we once again
went over to the hall for an evening of illegal cocktail mixing and drinking to a Prohibition
theme. The rally officers had provided recipes for numerous cocktails along with the
ingredients, you just had to bring gin or fizz whichever took your fancy. They also provided
a lovely tray of snacks to help wash down all the alcohol.
The next day we had decided to meet our friends at 12.00 to go for a pub lunch, a short
walk away along the Kennet and Avon canal. Having spent a pleasurable couple of hours
there we had a nice stroll back. In the hall at this time they were showing the film Bugsy
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Malone. In the evening they were screening The Great Gatsby in line with the rally’s
1920’s theme.
New Year’s Eve arrived and we spent a quiet day in the van reading and doing puzzles
conserving our energy for the long night ahead. 5.30 came and it was time to get dressed
up in 1920’s gear for the New Year’s Eve party. On arrival at the hall we noticed that the
rally officers had pulled out all the stops to decorate it with their theme. There were
feathers everywhere! Then it was time for the meal. A starter of soup and crusty roll went
down very well followed by the main course of Roast Beef with all the trimmings. Pud was
Pineapple Upside Down Cake with ice cream and this was followed by cheese and
biscuits, mints and Liqueur’s. All in all it was a lovely meal to start the New Year festivities.
The evening carried on with music and dancing until midnight arrived. Everyone was on
the dance floor at this point counting down the clock. The rally officers had bought out
Prosecco for us all to toast in the New Year so that went down nicely. More music and
dancing followed until everyone gradually drifted home for a goodnights rest.
The next morning a new day, New Year and new decade had begun with beautiful
sunshine. Bacon rolls were being served in the hall for those who had got up. The rest of
the day we watched films and generally chilled out after all the partying the night before.
The hall was open at 6pm for us to go over for an American supper which is always well
supported with loads of food bought by everyone, followed by Flag. Afterwards there was a
Chinese raffle which was great fun. The evening continued in a leisurely fashion just
chatting and having a few more drinks. We had planned to have an earlier night but still
didn’t go to bed until 11.30.
The next day was Thursday and having spent 5 nights on the rally it was time to head
home and back to reality.
Thanks to Jim, Viv, Emma, Ed, Alan, Una, Grace and Peter and all their helpers for a
wonderful New Year Rally. Having run many New Year rallies in the past I know how hard
it is but it is also pleasurable. What a great finish to another year of rallying.
Lesley Moulds
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For Sale
Centre Branded Theme
The centre also now has a branded fleece for sale, it is available in 4 different colours
(Black, Blue, Burgundy and Green) and cost just £25 each!

If you wish to order one of these then please contact Wendy Goddard, Chairlady.
2 x ALKO SECURE INSERT/LOZENGE NO 23.
Condition is Used. Few marks /chips and faded by sun through use used on a swift charisma 650
please check with Alko it will fit your van before bidding.
These are the insert/ lozenge only no lock, bolt or keys.
https://www.al-ko-secure.co.uk/will-it-fit_6.html
Please contact Derrick Goddard if interested on 07736 475 063
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Also to add in this section we have a special offer from Greenfields Caravan Servicing and Repairs.

Also please note The

All Towbars mobile 'phone contact number has changed from when

printed in the Berkshire Centre Rally Book and is now 07507 039106

For advertising in future editions please send us a picture, description and price of any caravan
related articles you may wish to sell, and it will be included here!
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Upcoming Rallies – to book onto any of our rallies please visit
http://www.berkshirecentrecaravanclub.co.uk
HARD-STANDING
Locality: Level site, with outfits sited around the hall itself. Large garden centre and
superstore nearby. Badshot Lea village is located on the border of Surrey and Hampshire.
Farnham and Guildford for shopping. Frensham Ponds and Puttenham Common for your
country walks. The Kiln, which is over 100 years old, is a former hop drying kiln.

What is On? Saturday evening will be devoted to love, relationships and other matters of
the heart. The promised Fish & Chips will be replaced by something more enticing, but
you’ll still need your brains, memories and pens, ‘cos you’re cells will still be challenged.
Some background music will be provided and later you may wish to get on the floor and
strut your stuff.

•

Rally Officers:

•

John and Christine Ward & Carol and Shaun Gallagher and Wendy & Derrick
Goddard and Alan & Una Manley

HARD-STANDING
Locality: Twyford, Maidenhead, Reading and Bracknell in the local area. Henley is not too
far away either. Twyford is a small village which has quite a few different restaurants, an
excellent chip-shop, antique shops and a Waitrose supermarket amongst other smaller
businesses. Dobbies Garden Centre is nearby. PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY NUTS OR
NUT-INFUSED FOOD INTO THE SCHOOL; some children can have severe allergies.

What is On? The March Hare is one of the competitions that is integral to winning the
Family Cup. Essentially, a walking 'Treasure Hunt' from the event site through Twyford
centre, you will have a list of cryptic clues to follow in chronological order and you try to
solve them by identifying road signs, house names, curiosities in gardens, odd chimneys you get the picture! The walk could last several hours but liquid and food refreshment is
never far away. A cup prize is awarded to the winner and the points accumulated contribute
to the annual Family Cup. In the evening, the social in the school hall will be low-key as
you'll need the chance to rest and refresh. If sufficient numbers book on for this weekend,
your hosts will provide a home-cooked evening meal.

•

Rally Officers: John and Christine Ward & Jim and Vivienne Young
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GRASS FIELD
What is On? Come and join us for the 3 F's, Fun, Falconry and Fishing. During the
weekend we will be having an Easter egg hunt, an Easter bonnet competition for kids and
adults, Easter crafts and games. There will be a communal barbeque Saturday evening
(weather permitting), pudding provided. Sunday will be the fun day with competitions and an
afternoon tea. The rest of the weekend is yours to enjoy the local attractions. Fir Tree
Caravan Park is a secluded site set on two levels with good road access, situated in a
picturesque valley with stunning views across rolling countryside. There is a shower block
and pot washing sinks on site. Well behaved dogs welcome. A well stocked fishing lake and
a smaller lake, a falconry centre (charges apply) offering a unique opportunity to get up
close with birds of prey from their private collection. Tours and Falconry experiences
available by appointment throughout the year. On site Facilities - Set on two levels Offsite
Facilities - Farm shop- 0.5m, Local inn- 0.5m, Restaurant- 1m, Takeaway- 5m, Heated pool6m, golf course- 4m, Horse riding- 3m Caravan Centre- 1m, Agricultural/Spares shop

•

Rally Officers: Gary, Tracie and Kathryn Williams & Mark, Lorraine and April Parker

GRASS FIELD
Locality: The market town of Alton offers a mix of historical buildings, modern shops and arcades.
The Curtis Museum has one of the finest history collections in Hampshire. You can jump on the
Mid-Hants famous Watercress Railway at Alton. At nearby Chawton there is also Jane Austen's
House Museum and Gilbert White's House to visit.

What is On? Arrive on Friday from midday and enjoy the surrounding area, feel free to join us in
the evening with your favourite tipple for a catch up. On Saturday we will be hosting the Golf
competition, we return this year to Four Marks and will be looking to tee off at 10am. Bacon butties
and coffee are available at the Golf Club upon arrival for those who wish to have them. Anyone not
taking part in the golf competition could venture out to Alice Holt Forest which is nearby which has
fantastic walks and also an adventure playground for the little ones, or alternatively Alton has an
array of fantastic watering holes and some boutique shops. Saturday afternoon we will be having
an afternoon tea at approx. 2.30pm and then later in the evening (weather dependent) we will
either have a communal bbq or a 'chippy tea' from the local chip shop. We will also be hosting flag
on Saturday evening to allow people the freedom on Sunday to enjoy a ride on the Watercress
Steam Railway. Unfortunately we were unable to organise a Sunday Lunch on the steam train,
however, there will be steam engines running on the Sunday to Alresford where you can have a
wander around and stop for lunch at any of the wonderful pubs in the area.

•

Rally Officers: Alan and Una Manley & Jim and Vivienne Young
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Special Mentions for 2020!
We have a couple of rallies that have requested special mentions for 2020. These are likely to fill
up fast so if you are interested in going along then please get in contact with the rally officers as
soon as possible!
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Special Mention1 for 2021!
So, as if 2020 wasn’t going to be big enough, 2021 is going to be bigger still! We are very excited to
announce our save the date for the Berkshire Centre’s 50 th Celebration Rally!

We are also able to announce the venue, the celebrations in 2021 will be being held at…
Amners Farm!
We will provide further updates as we can so watch this space!
The next edition of The Stag will be out in April, as mentioned before if you have anything you
would like to have included in the next edition drop me a mail!)
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