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Chairman David’s comments
We are now well into the 2016 Rally Season. I hope you have enjoyed it so far. There are many good and
interesting rallies coming along with some having unusual themes.
We have managed to get volunteer Rally Officers for all 2016 and this is thanks to much cajoling and begging
by Marie and others.
Marie is continuing to work hard for the next year’s program. She has ideas for different venues for the start
of the year.
I would ask if anyone is thinking about either running a rally or having new sites in mind to let Marie know.
It is important to support your Centre with rally attendance. With the current nationwide financial issues, the
way you can help is to come rallying with us. Remember, the more vans on some rallies, the cheaper it is for
all. Also remember, this is your Centre and if you feel you can help in any way, please see either a Committee
Member or speak to a Rally Officer on a rally.
Enjoy your Caravanning/Motorhoming and I’ll hope to see you in a field somewhere. I meant with a
caravan/motorhome, not collecting mushrooms or something. When you are in a hole, stop digging.

Best Wishes
David

Retro Fest
The Retro Fest to be held at the Newbury Showground has an important closing date of 11th July. The Rally is
from 11th August to the 14th August although ralliers can stay until the 12:00 on the 15th August.
The cost of the rally is £130 for caravan/motorhome and 2 adults and any further over 11 years or adults is
£40 per head payable to the Rally Officers. This is a saving of £10 on the current price. Ralliers can arrive from
12:00 on the 11th August and any earlier arrivals will be turned away by the organisers. We have been assigned
a rally area next to the event inside the showground. No electrics are available and generators must be silent
from 21:00 to 08:00.
The Fest has mammoth attractions that are planned. Music line up has the headline act Chris Farlowe as well
as lots of copycat groups. There are 50’s, 60’s and 70’s music of most genre.
There is an attempt at a World Record for jumping 20 double decker busses.
There is also an attempt at a World Record of the most Classic Caravans, Campers and some strange tow
vehicles.
There will be hundreds of Classic cars, Scale Model Steam Engines and Military Vehicles.
The Organisers are expecting over 600 stalls of a multitude of saleable items.

Rally Book Updates
The Centre has been very lucky in being able to find Rally Officers for all rallies this year.
11 April to 20 April. The Barnstones Banbury 10 day Rally is run by Chris and John Ward assisted by Bettine
and Terry Bly. This rally is on a Commercial Site with electrics. Although the rally is 10 days, ralliers can stay for
as many days they want in this period. I believe the ROs have things some interesting things planned.
22 April to 24 April. The Golf Competition at Holybourne is in the hands of Diane and Phil Haynes and Ina and
Gordon Baldwin. The competition is held on a local 9 hole course and various trophies are up for grabs. For
the golf widows and widowers the town of Alton is nearby with shops, museum and of course the Watercress
Line steam railway.
29 April to 2 May: Bank Holiday. There is a rally at Springbok Farm Alfold ably run by Chairman Dave and his
lovely wife Pauline both assisted by Jackie and Keith Stevens. The site is run by a Navy and Seamen’s charity.
There is a clubhouse with membership available for a fee. The site also has a fishing lake; tight lines there!
6 May to 8 May. The Jane and Dave Tuthill plus Lyn and Steve Dopson are your Rally Officers for the Cook’em
at Cookham rally. They are having a Communal BBQ and want the ralliers to cook the pudding.
13 May to 15 May. Return of the Hawaiian Evening Rally at Chichester has Lesley and Steve Dady assisted by
Pauline and Dave Saunders, (it’s a family affair) are your Rally Officers. As the title explains, bring your loudest
gory shirt. The site is a pleasant one with horses in the next field. Close by is fish and chips, bus to Chichester
and the sea.
20 May to 22 May. The rally at Runnymede being run by Lyn and Steve Dopson now has Angela and Graham
Massey assisting. This rally is on a lovely site next to the River Thames. Nearby is the Magna Carta
Commemorative Site and JFK memorial. The Royal Air Force Memorial is at the top of the hill towards
Englefield Green which has at the top of the tower one of the best views of West London. For petrol-heads,
Egham has a Ferrari, Lamborghini and Rolls Royce garages.
27 May to 1 June the National is taking place at Weston Park Telford.
27 May to 30 May: Spring Bank Holiday. ‘As Cool as Mint’ Rally at Lymington is being run by Marie and John
Woodward and Pauline and Dave Saunders. The theme of the rally is Wear Something Green. There is a meal
on Saturday, but basically it is enjoy the relaxing weekend.
3 June to 5 June. Bishops Green Rally now has Amy and Kevin Heath Ably assisted by Angela and Graham
Massey. This is a rally especially for the fishermen amongst you.
29 July to 31 July. Cockpole Green Rally is now being run by Jim Young assisted by his Father in Law Ken Float.
The site is situated on a rise overlooking the River Thames in an old orchard. The farm has rare breed sheep
and also many horses are stabled in the next field. There is a pub for food and beverage just up the lane.
11 August to 14 August. The Retro Fest has a cut-of date of 11 July. The cost is £130 for unit plus 2 adults
payable to the Rally Officers. Extra adults are £40 per head. Ralliers are to book through the website or send a
rally slip to Pauline and Dave Saunders. No entry allowed strictly before 11:00 on the 11th August and all must
vacate the showground by 12:00 on the 15th August.
To those who have never rallied before, please come along and meet us and make new friends. You can
survive without mains electricity.
Should you want to try being a Rally Officer you can get involved very easy. Just speak to one of the
committee or email them. The centre currently has only 25 ish regular Rally Officers to run its annual Rally
Programme; your Centre needs you.

Chinese New Year Rally 19/02/2016 – 21/02/2016
This was a ‘first time’ for us that we had attended this themed rally and we thoroughly enjoyed it. We arrived
on Friday in daylight and quickly set up and enjoyed our evening meal. Not so for the rally officers who were
organising the parking of the vans and directing all the visitors to the sports facilities at Piggott School.
Because we had been allowed in early, due to it being half term at the school, David and Alan had given
themselves a lengthy task of sighting the vans.
Later that evening we went over to the school canteen to pay our dues and chat with friends old and new.
Saturday was a lazy day where we wandered into Twyford and ended up having a pub lunch. Back to the van
in the afternoon for a siesta before the evening festivities began.
We were back into a transformed canteen at 6.30pm where we were greeted with a sea of red flags, table
napkins and outfits in preparation for the evening ahead. Ian had prepared an ‘ice breaker’ with place names
placed at random on the tables, one side written in Cantonese. We were tasked with finding the person whose
name was on the place card in front of us and offering greetings. There was wine and beer on the tables,
which had been arranged so that everyone was in a group of six. Then the food started to appear and it was
delicious and incredibly plentiful. There was dish after dish, all brought to our tables by our ‘waiters’ Alan,
David & Ian. Joyce and Lottie were out of sight, busy in the kitchen preparing the dishes for our consumption.
The variety of dishes was absolutely amazing and all were equally scrumptious.
After eating our meal we were treated to some games including a gambling game and a team game. I have no
idea where the rally officers found the energy to play games after the huge meal they had prepared for us.
A most enjoyable evening and grateful thanks to the rally officers for providing us with such a magnificent
feast.
Early on Sunday morning when I took the dogs out for their first walk of the day I was amazed to see the
entrance to the school overrun with Brownies and Scouts and their parents trying to find space to drop their
children off at the school. I don’t think many ralliers saw any of this, as it was only the dog owners out and
about at 8.30am in the morning.
This was a most enjoyable rally and huge thanks to the rally officers for looking after us so well.

Bettine & Terry Bly

Gourmet Rally 4/03/16 – 6/03/16
Arrived Friday evening and was told by Dave T, that we missed the snow shower, but the cold was still with us.
We set up and the over to pay our dues, and warm and said Hello.
Saturday
We had a run to Tilehurst: I think they have a bus for every resident and one roundabout for every bus.
Popped in to Reading and never seen as much traffic. (Good music shop though)
Saturday Evening over to the School for a meal. We were welcomed with a glass of Sherry. Most people had
dressed up in some form of retro gear. (Retro being this year’s theme). The tables were laid and the scene was
set for a wonderful four course meal, served by Sarah, Emma and Adam. A very pleasant evening was had by
all.
Sunday
The day began with yet more food, a full English breakfast, (how do they do it?) All food was stunning, well
done to Janice, Dylan, Jane and Dave. Thank you for a lovely weekend of food.
See you Next Year.
Pauline and Dave Saunders

The tale of the three shoes
We got a phone call asking if we were going to the Valentine Rally. As we had plans for the Friday, we hadn’t
booked it. After an in-house discussion, namely, Pat talking and me listening, WE decided to go for just the
Social. I phoned Jim Young up and he said there was plenty of room.
What to wear at a Valentine evening? For me it was easy, a pair of cords and a Rydale shirt and Weird Fish
sweater. How wrong could I be? Pat said I had to wear a suit and tie and a nice pair of Black Shoes. I had not
worn black shoes for ages, so I got them out of the wardrobe and polished them. I must say they looked really
good (see photo).
So suitably, booted and spurred we set off for Twyford. While driving, I noticed that the accelerator pedal felt
strange. When I took my foot off the pedal, it felt like it was sticking to my shoe. As it didn’t impede me driving

I continued to Collerton School and I told Pat what was happening. All the way it was raining and knowing the
school I felt that we would have to park in the car park, but on arrival we managed to park adjacent to the
hall.
I got out of the car to help Pat out and immediately felt something strange about my right shoe. I walked
slowly round to Pat’s door and as soon as I got into the light I could see what had happened. I lifted my foot
and trod soleless into a puddle with the upper still on my foot but just having a sock to protect it. A very nice
sock, but wet from the puddle. Pat got out and couldn’t stop laughing. I then went into the boot to try and
find something to wear on my soleless foot. All I could find was an M&S bag, so tying the handles around my
calf we set off to talk to Pauline and Dave in their caravan.
They had Pete Johnson and Chris Bevan who were just leaving to get ready for the evening, didn’t leave until
they had had a good laugh.
Humiliation is not a thing people like to happen, but in for a pound etc. Dave lent me a pair of his shoes, size 8
and I take size 7, but beggars can’t be choosers. Once in the hall my humiliation was complete, everyone knew
from the bush telegraph.
The evening went well and it was very enjoyable thanks to Vivienne and Jim and Kate and Ian.

The following Monday, I took the shoes back to Clarks in Aldershot, where I was sure I had bought them. After
mush disagreement with the manager, she gave me £10 voucher. On leaving she said, ‘on the tongue they
stamp in the year of manufacturers and the shoes were made in 2005’.

It made me laugh

Last Wishes
Dave Smith is on his death bed and knows the end is near.
His nurse, his wife, his daughters and 2 sons are with him in London
He askes for 2 independent witnesses to be present and a camcorder be in place to record his last wishes.
When all is ready he begins to speak:
“My son Bernie, I want you to take the Mayfair houses”
“My daughter Sybil you take the apartments over in Chelsea”
“My son Jamie I want you to take the offices over in the city”
“Sarah my dear wife, please take all the residential buildings on the banks of the Thames”
The nurse and witnesses are blown away.
They did nbot realise the extent of his holdings.
As Dave slips away the nurse says to his wife, “Mrs Smith, my deepest condolences. Your husband must have
been such a hard-working and wonderful man to have accumulated all this property.”
↓

↓

↓

↓

“Property.” She replies, “that b**st**d had a window cleaning round.”

Laws not found in Physics
Law of Mechanical Repair - After your hands become coated with grease, your nose will begin to itch and
you'll have to pee.
Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will roll to the least accessible place in the
universe.
Law of Probability - The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act.
Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal; someone always
answers.
Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one you were in will always move faster than the
one you are in now.
Law of the Bath - When the body is fully immersed in water, the telephone will ring.
Law of Close Encounters - The probability of meeting someone you know INCREASES dramatically when you
are with someone you don't want to be seen with.
Law of the Result - When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, IT WILL!!!
Law of Biomechanics - The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach.
Law of the Theatre & Hockey Arena - At any event, the people whose seats are furthest from the aisle,
always arrive last. They are the ones who will leave their seats several times to go for food, beer, or the toilet
and who leave early before the end of the performance or the game is over. The folks in the aisle seats come
early, never move once, have long gangly legs or big bellies and stay to the bitter end of the performance.
The Coffee Law - As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, your boss will ask you to do something
which will last until the coffee is cold.
Murphy's Law of Lockers - If there are only 2 people in a locker room, they will have adjacent lockers.
Law of Physical Surfaces - The chances of an open-faced jam sandwich landing face down on a floor are
directly correlated to the newness and cost of the carpet or rug.
Law of Logical Argument - Anything is possible IF you don't know what you are talking about.
Law of Physical Appearance - If the clothes fit, they're ugly.
Law of Public Speaking -- A CLOSED MOUTH GATHERS NO FEET!
Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy - As soon as you find a product that you really like, they will stop
making it OR the store will stop selling it!
Doctors' Law - If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor, by the time you get there,
you'll feel better. But don't make an appointment and you'll stay sick.

THE TRAIN

At birth we boarded the train and met our parents, and we believe they will always travel by our side. As time
goes by, other people will board the train, and they will be significant i.e. our siblings, friends, children, and
even the love our life. However, at some station our parents will step down from the train, leaving us on the
journey alone. Others will step down over time and leave a permanent vacuum. Some, however, will go so
unnoticed that we don't realize they have vacated their seats. This train ride will be full of joy, sorrow,
fantasy, expectations, hellos, goodbyes, and farewells. Success consists of having a good relationship with all
passengers requiring that we give the best of ourselves.

The mystery to everyone is: We do not know at which station we ourselves will step down. So, we must live
in the best way, love, forgive and offer the best of who we are. It is important to do this because when the
time comes for us to step down and leave our seat empty we should leave behind beautiful memories for
those who will continue to travel on the train of life.

For Sale

Kampa 260 Porch Awning
All pegs and groundsheet. Used 2 or 3 times . Very Good Condition
Also Monsoon Pole never used, supports the roof in bad weather. Plus upright pole set, never used
provides a better seal between caravan and awning.
Price £200 OVNO
Contact Mary Lee. Berkshire Centre 01189 883129

For Sale
Sun Canopy including pegs Good Condition £50
Contact Mary Lee as above advert.

For Sale

Outdoor Revolution Compactalite Pro
Classic 325 - Originally £380 New
New Awning still in the box
£240 ONO
Bradley 07813 254260

You could have your advert here in our next issue!

